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Summary of Contents. 


Canadian Trade with the Empire. (Page 262.) 

We follow up our article of last week on the trade 
of Canada in the past fiscal year with another, showing 
the extent and character of the Dominion’s trade with 
the United Kingdom. To this is appended a table 
showing the value of Canadian trade with the rest of 
the British Empire in comparison with that with 
foreign countries. 








British Trade with Syria. (Page 263.) 

In his Report on the Trade, Industry and Finance 
of Syria, Mr. H. E. Satow, O.B.E., British Consul- 
General at Beyrout, records that considerable inroads 
have been made by Italian, Belgian, Czechoslovak 
and French competitors in cotton fabrics—the chief 
import from Great Britain—while these and other 
rivals also contest other lines. Great Britain, how- 
ever, remains a good second to France in the total 
trade done, though Italy is steadily advancing. 


Indian Trade in june. (Page 269.) 

As compared with May there was an all-round 
decrease in the trade of British India during the 
month under review. Exports, however, were larger 
than in June, 1927, and for the three months April- 
June showed a considerable increase over last year. 
The United Kingdom’s share of the June imports 
was only 46 per cent. as against 50 per cent. a year 
earlier, while the proportion of Indian exports 
remained stationary. 








Industries of Canadian Prairie Provinces. (Page 270.) 


Agriculture is flourishing throughout these pro- 
vinces, the mining outlook in Manitoba is very 
promising, building is active in the cities, extensive 
water power developments are in view, manufacture 
is expanding, and wholesale traders are busy, states 
a Report from H.M. Trade Commissioner at Winnipeg. 





Irish Free State Tobacco Output. (Page 271.) 


We review the chief features of the tobacco industry 
of the Irish Free State as described in Preliminary 
Report No. 6 of the Census of Production taken in 
1926. . 


Shanghai Trade Conditions. (Page 274.) 


There is a distinctly optimistic feeling prevailing 





among the Chinese trading community, and the © 


belief is frequently expressed that the long-delayed 
trade revival should shortly begin to materialise. 


Iraq—Persia: Exchange of Notes. (Page 277.) 
Persian goods imported into Iraq and Iraqi goods 
imported into Persia will, until Ist January, 1929, 
be accorded most-favoured-nation treatment on 
condition of reciprocity. 








Persia — Czechoslovakia : Provisional Agreement. 
(Page 277.) 

Subject to ratification, the agreement which was 
concluded on 17th June is to remain in force until 
10th May, 1929. The purpose of the agreement is 
to regulate the commercial relations between the 
parties, pending the conclusion of a definitive com- 
mercial treaty. 


French Import of German Dyestuffs. (Page 278.) 
A translation is given of a “‘ notice to importers ” 
regarding the changed conditions of importation into 
France of German dyestuffs and synthetic pharma- 
ceutical chemical products. 








Openings for British Trade. (Page 281.) 

Important tenders are being called for in British 
India, New Zealand and South Africa. In addition, 
numerous notifications of agencies sought for British 
goods overseas are given. 





COAL. 
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WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT. 


We give below a statement of the coal output and 
the number of wage-earners at the mines in Great 
Britain for the week ended 18th August, together with 
the figures for the previous week. 


























Week ended Week ended 
Districte. llth sae 18th eS 
Output. | » on. 0A Output. Rea 
Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland ... | 201,600 45,800 | 243,000 45,800 
Durham ... --- | 550,700 | 126,700 | 715,300 | 126,800 
Yorkshire ... --- | 490,400 | 169,100 | 810,600 | 168,800 
Lancashire, Cheshire 
and North Wales | 217,200 92,700 | 308,800 90,800 
Derby, Nottingham 
and Leicester ... | 297,800 | 112,700 | 505,400 | 112,900 
Stafford, Worcester, 
Salop and Warwick 65,300 75,500 | 306,300 75,500 
South Wales and 
Monmouthshire... | 325,600 | 158,100 | 884,200 | 158,700 
Other English Dis- 
tricts* ... see 64,600 24,600 | 105,500 24,500 
Scotland 606,100 89,500 | 615,200 89,900 
Total ... --- 12,819,300 | 894,700 [4,494,300 | 893,700 








and Kent. 








* Including Cumberland, Westmorland, Gloucester, Somerset, 


FIFTY-TWO WEEKS’ SUMMARY. 


The total production weekly of coal and the number 
of persons employed since 20th August, 1927, are given 




















below :— 
" Persons 
Week ended Production. employed. 
1927. Tons. 
August 27th ... 4,682,000 984,500 
September 3rd 4,880,900 983,500 
September 10th 4,657,000 982,400 
September 17th 4,978,600 981,900 
September 24th 4,987,000 982,600 
October Ist 4,919,600 981,800 
October 8th ... 4,980,700 984,300 
October 15th ... 4,942,600 985,700 
October 22nd ... 4,990,000 983,100 
October 29th ... 4,879,300 982,500 
November 5th 4,762,100 981,100 
November 12th 4,864,500 987,800 
November 19th 5,072,600 977,900 
November 26th 4,934,600 978,500 
December 3rd 5,027,700 976,100 
December 10th 5,173,500 975,400 
December 17th 5,353,300 975,700 
December 24th 5,063,000 972,200 
December 31st 3,240,000 969,500 
1928. 

January 7th ... 4,420,800 967,400 
January 14th... 5,278,700 969,500 
January 2lst ... 5,203,800 970,900 
January 28th ... 5,141,900 971,500 
February 4th ... 5,045,400 968,400 
February 11th 5,020,400 965,800 
February 18th 5,035,300 961,500 
February 25th 5,018,200 957,800 
March 3rd 4,977,200 956,600 
March 10th 4,884,600 954,600 
March 17th 4,989,100 951,300 
March 24th 5,072,60C 949,800 
March 3l1st 5,279,400 950,500 
April 7th 4,345,500 944,300 
April 14th 3,241,100 936,300 
April 21st 5,111,200 934,000 
April 28th 4,980,800 935,600 
May 5th 4,871,200 934,700 
May 12th 4,685,400 934,000 
May 19th 4,728,500 933,500 
May 26th 4,905,500 930,000 
June 2nd en 2,833,600 927,800 
June 9th oes 4,707,300 923,700 
June 16th _... ; 4,621,000 921,800 
June 23rd ‘ 4,546,600 920,300 
June 30th 9 4,347,100 918,200 
July 7th oon eee on 4,471,100 914,300 
ee eee ee 4,309,700 907,000 
July 21st hee as “ 3,956,000 904,600 
July 28th... a 4,165,000 902,300 
August 4th ... te = 4,455,900 897,800 
August llth ... pee - 2,819,300 894,700 
co Sone 4,494,300 893,700 _ 
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MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT, 1926. 





CARPETS AND MATS. 


The Standing Committee (General Merchandise) 
appointed by the Board of Trade will hold an Enquiry 
as to whether the under-mentioned classes and descrip- 
tions of imported goods should bear an indication of 
origin on the following dates :— 


Monday and Tuesday, 24th and 25th September, at 
11.30 a.m. and 10.30 a.m. respectively. 
(2) Carpets, Carpeting and Floor Rugs of all De- 
scriptions ; 
(6) Floor Mats and Matting made of Textile 
Materials, including Paper but not including Coir. 





OTHER ENQUIRIES. 


Enquiries will be held later as to whether the following 
classes and descriptions of imported goods should bear 
an indication of origin :— 


(1) Rubber Manufactures. 

(2) Vacuum Cleaners. 

(3) Glassware, including Bottles, Jars, Etc., and 
Tubing and Rod. 

(4) Spring Balances. 

(5) Rulers. 

(6) Elastic Cords, Webs, Braids and Fabrics. 

(7) Firearms and Parts thereof, except Smooth Bore 
Tubes. 

(8) Cash, Deed and similar Boxes of Metal. 

(9) Granite Monuments and Parts thereof. 

(10) Wireless Receiving Sets, Components and 
Accessories. 

(11) Tea. 
The Enquiries will be held at the Board of Trade 

Offices, Great George Street, London, 8.W.1. Com- 


munications should be addressed to the Secretary, 
Mr. E. W. Reardon, at that address. 





MERCANTILE MARINE 
DEPARTMENT. 





GALLANTRY AT SEA: AMERICAN 
RECOGNITION. 


The Board of Trade have received the following 
awards, through the Foreign Office—one gold watch and 
chain, two binocular glasses, and five gold medals. 

These awards have been granted by the President 
of the United States of America to Captain C. F. Semple, 
Master ; Mr. John Steven, Chief Officer and Mr. Cyril S. 
Palmer, Second Officer; and Anton Olsen, boatswain, 
and Karl Mortensen, George Ryall, Donald McKinnon 
and Herbert Hughes, sailors, respectively, formerly of 
the British steamship ‘‘ Aboukir ” of Glasgow, in recogni- 
tion of the services rendered by them in rescuing the 
crew of the American schooner “ Fearless’ which was 
wrecked at the mouth of Nipe Bay (Antilla, Cuba), on 
24th November, 1927. 





ENGAGEMENTS OF BRITISH AND 
FOREIGN SEAMEN. 


Engagements of British and foreign seamen at mer- 
cantile marine offices in Great Britain and Northern 


Ireland, but excluding those engaged at the ports of the 
Irish Free State, during the quarter ended 30th June 
last numbered 153,253, as compared with 152,781 and 
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131,739 respectively in the corresponding quarters of 
1927 and 1926 as will be seen from the following table :— 

















1928. 1927. 1926. 
Particulars. June quarter. | June quarter. June quarter. 
Per Per Per 
No. Cent. No. Cent. No. Cent. 
British, other than Asiatics 
and Africans ... .-- 145,961] 95-2 |145,122] 95-0 |125,904] 95-57 
Foreigners other than 
Asiatics and Africans... 3,321 2-2 3,725 2-4 3,011 2-29 
Chinese ... or ioe 427 0-3 273 0-2 248 0-19 
Arabs bien ae cae 1,616 1-0 1,788 1:2 1,066 0-380 
Other Asiatics and Afri- 
cans... oa we 1,928 1°3 1,873 1-2 1,510 1°15 
Total — ... |153,253] 100 |152,781{ 100 |131,739; 100 

















It should be noted that the foregoing figures relate to 
engagements and not to individual seamen ; if a particu- 
lar seaman were engaged twice during the periods he 
would be counted twice in the totals. 





ii, 
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Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





VISIT OF BRITISH VICE-CONSUL, CHICAGO. 


The Department of Overseas Trade announces that 
Mr. W. N. Gallienne, the British Vice-Consul at 
Chicago, will be in attendance at the Department for 
a few days, commencing 4th September, for the purpose 
of interviewing representatives of United Kingdom 
firms interested in the export of British goods to the 
States of North and South Dakota, Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, Wisconsin, 
Wyoming. Mr. Gallienne is particularly anxious to 
discuss the appointment of agents to represent British 
firms in these States. 

Applications for interviews should be sent without 
delay to the Comptroller - General, Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1, 
quoting reference No. 8099/1/1928. 





MOTOR VEHICLES IN BANGKOK. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Bangkok reports 
that 85 private cars and 21 trucks and omnibuses were 
registered in Bangkok during June. 





MOTOR CYCLES IN CERTAIN BRITISH 
COLONIES. 


The Department has received from the Colonial 
Office information concerning the number of motor 
cycles registered as at 3lst December last in certain 
British Colonies as follows :—Straits Settlements (Singa- 
pore, 732; Penang, 416; Province Wellesley, 110; 
Dindings, 23; Malacca, 208; and Labuan, 2). 

In Basutoland, Swaziland and Bechuanaland the 
numbers were 16, 43 and 28 respectively, of which 
7, 16 and 7 respectively were registered during 1927. 

The number of motor cycles registered in Sierra 
Leone during the six months ended 30th June, 1928, 
was 43. 





MOTOR VEHICLES IN DAMASCUS. 


The British Consul at Damascus reports that 937 motor 
cars and 147 motor lorries were registered in Damascus 
between Ist January, 1927, and 15th June, 1928. 





MOTOR VEHICLES IN FINLAND. 


The British Consul at Helsingfors reports that 17,138 
private cars and 7,398 trucks and omnibuses were in 
use in Finland on 31st December last. 
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MOTOR VEHICLES IN HUNGARY. 


The British Commercial Secretary at Buda-Pest 
reports that 1,203 motor cars were sold and put on the 
road in Hungary between Ist January and 7th July, or 
382 and 821 respectively during the first and second 
quarters of the year. 





MOTOR VEHICLES IN INDIA. 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in India reports 
that registrations of motor vehicles in the Bengal 
Presidency during the second quarter of the year were 
as follows : Cars, 501; omnibuses, 108; lorries, 72; and 
public conveyances, 41, (light cars registered as public 
conveyances with a seating accommodation for five (or 
less) persons), making a total of 722. 

For the Lucknow district the figures were as follows : 
Cars, 120; omnibuses, 24; lorries, 2; and taxis, 4; a 
total of 150. 





MOTOR VEHICLES IN PERSIA. 


According to a statement received from the Acting 
British Secretary in Charge of Commercial Affairs at 
Teheran, the number of motor cars registered in Persia 
during 1927 was 2,930, an increase of 233 over 1926; the 
number of lorries fitted with pneumatic tyres was 1,254, 
an increase of 226, of motor cycles 375, an advance 
of 66, and of cycles 5,874, a rise of 1,873. Carriages 
using rubber tyres totalled 1,180, a decrease of 74 on 
the year. Figures of lorries fitted with solid tyres were 
obtainable from only those of the 17 districts tabulated 
in the Secretary’s return ; the total given was 41, which 
compares with 256 lorries fitted with pneumatic tyres. 





MOTOR VEHICLES IN SASKATCHEWAN. 
H.M. Trade Commissioner's Office at Winnipeg reports 
that the numbers of private motor-cars, trucks, and 
livery vehicles licensed in the Province of Saskatchewan 
during the first half of 1928 are respectively, 93,550, 
11,503 and 797, making a total of 104,850. 





MOTOR VEHICLES IN STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 

The Imperial Trade Correspondent at Singapore 
reports that 2,203 motor cars and 800 motor trucks were 
imported into Singapore, Penang, and Port Swettenham 
during the first half year of 1928. The origin of these 
vehicles was as follows: British, 938 cars, 226 trucks; 
Canadian, 247 cars, 59 trucks; American, 846 cars, 512 
trucks; Belgian, 16 cars; French, 83 cars, 2 trucks; 
(serman, one each; and Italian, 72 cars. 





MOTOR VEHICLES IN WARSAW. 


The British Commercial Secretary at Warsaw reports 
that 58 private cars, 34 taxis, and 20 trucks and omni- 
buses were registered in Warsaw during June. 





MOTOR CYCLES IN WARSAW. 


The Commercial Secretary at Warsaw reports that 
13 motor cycles were registered in Warsaw during the 
month of June, 1928. 





BUILDING ACTIVITY IN BAHIA. 


H.M. Consul at Bahia, in a recent report to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, refers to the marked building 
activity in the city of Bahia coincident with the increas- 
ing value of exports from that centre and the rise in the 
revenue of the State. He refers to more than a dozen 
business and public buildings which have been completed 
recently, and gives a list of others which are either already 
under construction or are to be constructed shortly. 

British firms interested may consult the list referred 
to on application to the Department, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S8.W. 1. 





LL. 


Special Articles. 





CANADA. 





TRADE WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM 
AND THE BRITISH EMPIRE. 


According to a *Preliminary Report on the Trade 
of Canada during the fiscal year ended 31st March, 
which has been forwarded by the Chief Canadian Govern. 
ment Trade Commissioner in the United Kingdom, 
the total trade of the Dominion with the United Kingdom 
during the year was valued at 598,661,000 dollars, as 
compared with 611,958,000 dols. in 1926-27, and 
672,997,000 dols. in 1925-26, the decrease in 1927-28, 
as compared with 1926-27 being 13,297,000 dols., or 
2-2 per cent., and with 1925-26 74,336,000 dols., or 
11-0 per cent. 

Imports from the United Kingdom during the past 
year amounted to 185,889,000 dols., as against 
163,939,000 dols. in the previous twelve months and 
163,731,000 dols. in 1925-26; the increase over 1926-27 
amounting to 21,950,000 dols., or 13-4 per cent., and 
over 1925-26 to 22,158,000 dols., or 13-5 per cent. 
Exports to the United Kingdom totalled 412,772,000 
dols., against 448,019,000 dols. in 1926-27, and 
509,266,000 dols. in 1925-26; the decrease compared 
with 1926-27 being 35,247,000 dols., or 7-9 per cent., 
and with the previous year 96,494,000 dols., or 18-9 per 
cent. Domestic exports accounted for 410,700,000 
dols. in 1927-28, against 446,873,000 dols., and 
508,238,000 dols. respectively ; the decline from 1926-27 
being 36,173,000 dols., or 8-1 per cent., and from 1925-26 
97,538,000 dols., or 19-2 per cent. 


IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


For 1927-28 imports showed increases over 1926-27 
under seven of the main groups, the declines occurring 
in fibres and textiles and in chemical products. 

Imports under the group Agricultural and Vegetable 
Products rose from 38,254,000 dols. to 51,134,000 dolls. or 
12,880,000 dols. (Under this group, alcoholic beverages, 
chiefly whisky, increased from 25,468,000 dols. to 
38,693,000 dols., while those of tea decreased from 
5,849,000 dols. to 5,280,000 dolls.) 

The Animals and Animal Products group increased 
from 5,405,000 dols. to 6,091,000 dols. (Unmanufac- 
tured leather, under this group, increased from 728,000 
dols. to 1,501,000 dols.; while imports of meats fell 
from 436,000 dols. to 310,000 dols.) 

The Fibres and Textiles Products group decreased 
from 72,752,000 dols. to 71,464,000 dols. (The chief 
declines were in wool and its products from 39,140,000 
dols. to 37,364,000 dols.; and cotton and its products 
from 15,133,000 dols. to 13,797,000 dols.; while imports 
of artificial silk manufactures increased from 2,425,000 
dols. to 3,561,000 dols; and flax, hemp and jute from 
6,006,000 dols. to 6,653,000 dols.) 

The main group of Wood, Wood Products and Paper 
increased from 3,918,000 dols. to 4,560,000 dols. (The 
chief advances being in books and printed matter, 
from 1,992,000 dols. to 2,182,000 dols.; wood and its 
products from 565,000 dols. to 726,000 dols.; and paper 
from 1,361,000 dols. to 1,452,000 dols.) 

Iron and its Products rose from 15,009,000 dols. to 
17,726,000 dols. (Increases occurred in the following 
items: rolling mill products from 4,388,000 dols. to 
5,329,000 dols.; machinery from 4,335,000 dols. to 
5,104,000 dols. ; castings and forgings from 333,000 dols. 
to 597,000 dols. ; engines and boilers from 775,000 dols. 
to 965,000 dols.; wire from 1,000,000 dols. to 1,170,000 
dols.; and pigs and ingots, etc., from 240,000 dols. to 
364,000 dols.) 

The Non-Ferrous Metals Products group advanced 
from 5,643,000 dols. to 5,795,000 dols. 

Non - Metallic Minerals Products increased from 
9,254,000 dols. to 14,468,000 dols. (Coal rose from 


* Issued by the Department of Trade and Commerce, 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa. 
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1,715,000 dols. to 6,688,000 dols.; clay products from 
3,507,000 dols. to 3,909,000 dols.; while glass declined 
from 1,502,000 dols. to 1,331,000 dols.) 

The Chemicals and Allied Products group decreased 
from 4,907,000 dols. to 4,422,000 dols. (Glycerine 
dropped 642,000 dols. to 90,000 dols.) 

The Miscellaneous Commodities group increased from 
8,797,000 dols. to 10,429,000 dols. (Ships and vessels 
rose from 188,000 dols. to 995,000 dolls.) 


DoMESTIC EXPORTS TO THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


As compared with 1926-27 exports to the United 
Kingdom of Canadian products during the past fiscal 
year show increases under five of the main groups and 
decreases under four, the value of the total decreases 
exceeding that of the total increases by 36,173,000 dols. 

The Agricultural and Vegetable Products group 
declined from 330,070,000 dols. to 310,219,000 dols. 
(The chief export items to account for this decrease 
were wheat, from 251,907,000 dols. to 244,816,000 dols. ; 
refined sugar from $8,762,000 dols. to 2,728,000 dols. ; 
wheat flour from 24,615,000 dols. to 20,247,000 dols. ; 
and oats from 3,674,000 dols. to 1,395,000 dols.) 

The Animals and Animal Products group fell from 
67,819,000 dols. to 48,683,000 dols. (The principal 
decreases under this group were bacon and hams from 
18,058,000 dols. to 10,241,000 dols. ; cattle from 6,340,000 
dols. to 130,000 dols.; cheese from 21,669,000 dols. to 
17,828,000 dols.; and butter from 2,206,000 dols. to 
15,000 dols. On the other hand, exports of furs increased 
from 7,276,000 dols. to 9,185,000 dols.; and unmanu- 
factured leather from 1,430,000 dols. to 2,453,000 dols.) 

Fibres and Textile Products rose from 860,000 dols. 
to 1,897,000 dols. (Under this group raw wool increased 
from 101,000 dols. to 720,000 dols; and cotton products 
from 143,000 dols. to 424,000 dols.) 

The Wood, Wood Products and Paper group rose 
from 15,835,000 dols. to 17,171,000 dols. (Paper increased 
from 3,163,000 dols. to 4,486,000 dols. ; unmanufactured 
wood—chiefly planks and boards—from 8,066,000 dols. 
to 8,627,000 dols.; while manufactured wood—chiefly 


wood pulp—decreased from 4,488,000 dols. to 3,916,000 


dols.) 

Iron and Its Products advanced from 8,129,000 
dols. to 8,195,000 dols. (Automobiles improved from 
3,904,000 dols. to 4,718,000 dols; and machinery from 
1,106,000 dols. to 1,350,000 dols.; but decreases in other 
iron and steel commodities practically counterbalanced 
these gains.) 

The Non-Ferrous Metals Products group increased 
from 14,174,000 dols. to 15,696,000 dols. (The chief 
increases were nickel from 4,142,000 dols. to 5,785,000 
dols.; aluminium in bars, blocks, etc., from 92,000 dols. 
to 846,000 dols.; and copper ore from 1,207,000 dols. 
to 1,771,000 dols; while exports of lead decreased from 
5,391,000 dols. to 4,256,000 dols. ; and zinc from 2,187,000 
dols. to 1,218,000 dols.) 

The Non-Metallic Minerals Products group declined 
from 2,324,000 dols. to 1,933,000 dols. (Coal dropped 
from 918,000 dols. to 216,000 dols.; while exports of 
stone and its products increased from 82,000 dols. to 
276,000 dols.) 

The Chemicals and Allied Products group rose from 
3,567,000 dols. to 4,234,000 dols, while the Miscellaneous 
Commodities group decreased from 4,092,000 dols. to 
2,669,000 dols. The increase in exports of acids, which 
advanced from 1,756,000 dols. to 2,235,000 dols., was 
responsible for the gain in the Chemicals and Allied 
Products group, while the decrease in exports of cameras 
and films accounted for the decline in Miscellaneous 
Commodities. Cameras fell from 1,207,000 dols. to 
401,000 dols., and films from 2,146,000 dols. to 1,341,000 


dols. 


TRADE WITH THE EMPIRE. 


The following table shows the value of the Dominion’s 
trade with the United Kingdom and the rest of the British 
Empire in comparison with the trade with foreign 
countries in various years since 1885-86. Incidentally, 
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it also illustrates the remarkable growth of Canadian 
external commerce during the past 42 years :— 



































Fiscal Years font Other Total na Other 
ended Kingdom British British Mh rn ed Foreign 
3ist March. : Empire. Empire. ataeeemens Countries. 
IMPORTS, 
Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 
1886 des 39,033,006 | 2,383,560 | 41,416,566 | 42,818,651] 11,756,920 
1896 fai 32,824,505 | 2,388,647 | 35,213,152] 53,529,390] 16,618,619 
1906 ‘iain 69,183,915 | 14,605,519 | 83,789,434 | 169,256,452] 30,694,394 
1914 --» | 132,070,406 | 22,456,440 | 154,526,846 | 396,302,138 | 68,365,014 
1922 ++ | 117,135,343 | 31,973,910 | 149,109,253 | 515,958,196] 82,736,883 
192s --» | 185,918,192 ! 63,161,860 | 249,080,052 | 719,443,513 | 140,432,901 
EXPORTS OF CANADIAN PRODUCE. 

1886 nae 36,694,263 | 3,262,803] 39,957,066| 34,284,490 3,515,148 
1896 me 62,717,941} 4,048,198] 66,766,139| 37,789,481 5,152,185 
1906 --» | 127,456,465 | 10,964,757 | 138,421,222] 83,546,306] 13,516,428 
1914 .-» | 215,253,969 | 23,388,548 | 238,642,517 | 163,372,825; 29,573,097 
1922 ... | 299,361,675 | 46,473,735 | 345,835,410 | 292,588,643 | 101,816,627 
1928 .-- | 415,029,404 | 84,247,972 | 499,277,376 | 478,006,114 | 250,924,116 




















NOTE.—-For comparative purposes the trade of Canada with the Irish Free 
State in 1927-28 is included with the United Kingdom. 





SYRIA. 





THE MARKET FOR BRITISH GOODS, 


Concluding his last report on Syria, three years ago, 
Mr. H. E. Satow, O.B.E., British Consul-General at 
Beyrout, then ventured to prophesy that the country’s 
future, if not brilliant, might prove to be reasonably 
comfortable (see the “ Journal’”’ of 27th August, 1925, 
pages 230-1). Events then unforeseen, now states 
Mr. Satow in his latest Report,* had in store for Syria 
proper and some parts of the Lebanon a fate which 
gave the districts immediately affected and, indeed, the 
whole of the area under French mandate, a very decided 
set-back, from the effects of which the country has not 
yet entirely recovered. 


The Druse rising which took place in the autumn of 
1925 spread until it involved the whole of the area 
round Damascus, and certain portions of Northern 
Syria, and affected also parts of the Southern Lebanon. 
Public security throughout the whole country was most 
adversely affected, agricultural pursuits were impeded, 
and trade naturally suffered. For months access to 
Damascus was only possible by rail, and the reports of 
general insecurity, which lost nothing in the telling, 
were such as to deter many from spending the summer 
even in the Lebanon. This is, of course, now past 
history, and a history which is unlikely to repeat 
itself. Nevertheless, even though endeavours are being 
made, and with success, to repair the ravages caused by 
what was virtually a state of war, much time which 
might have been usefully employed to the general good 
of the country has been lost. 


The general policy under which the Mandatory Power 
does its utmost to retain for Syria its position as a dis- 
tributing centre for districts now under other flags 
remains unchanged. The Customs Agreement with 
Turkey concluded in December, 1926, primarily affects 
the Aleppo district. While it might be said to have 
worked only indifferently well, the local authorities are 
doing their utmost to ensure its successful operation. 
The distracted state of Turkish Kurdistan and the 
resultant forbidding of access from Syria to the 
Turkish provinces east of the Euphrates has had 
a hampering effect on trade development. Nevertheless, 
the Aleppo re-export trade has maintained a steady 
level. The 1925 Transit Agreement with Iraq, which 
at present only allows of goods being moved wa 
Damascus, seems likely soon to be modified so as to 
permit their movement also via Aleppo to Mosul. The 
Aleppo re-export trade in that direction has already 
shown signs of real development. 





* Report on the Trade, Industry and Finance of Syria, by 
H. E. Satow, O.B.E., H.M. Consul-General, Beyrout. Pub- 
lished for the Department of Overseas Trade by H.M. Stationery 
Office. Price ls. net, ls. 0}d. post free. 
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The Customs Convention of 1921 with Palestine is 
still in force, but for some time past the question ot its 
revision has been under discussion. The Damascus 
weaving industry appears to be very apprehensive as 
to the consequences of such a revision, but the causes 
of the decline in that industry appear to lie elsewhere. 
There is also an agreement between Syria and Trans- 
Jordania which is on the lines of that between Syria and 
Palestine. The question of making some special agree- 
ment with Egypt is also under consideration. 

Other methods intended to facilitate trade have been 
the creation of bonded warehouses at Beyrout and at 
Alexandretta and a system of through consignment of 
goods via Beyrout to Damascus and via Tripoli and 
Alexandretta to Aleppo. 

The efforts made to develop tourist traffic and to 
popularise the Lebanon as a summer resort are bearing 
fruit. After the set-back resulting from the disturbances 
of 1925-26, the year 1927 saw a welcome improvement. 
The summer season was a success and the visitors, who 
found greater comfort—although the hotels are still 
capable of considerable improvement—are believed, 
on the whole, to have left with feelings of satisfaction. 
The authorities have realised that it is essential, if the 
summer season is to be a success, that the roads should 
be put in good order, and they are now making con- 
siderable, if belated, efforts in that direction. Further, 
although the Lebanon has many natural advantages, 
it is not the only summer resort available in the Levant. 
Cyprus is one possible competitor, while Rhodes is 
another. 


GENERAL TRADE CONDITIONS. 


Beyrout is, and should be for some time to come, 
the main commercial centre. Probably some 70 per 
cent. of the imports enter through Beyrout’s Custom 
House. The town has passed through many vicissi- 
tudes since the war. At the outset it was heavily 
handicapped by the existence of heavy post-war stocks 
of goods. ‘These have all been liquidated, but there are 
again signs of over-stocking. No failures of any out- 
standing importance occurred in 1927, but the early 
months of 1928 witnessed a considerable number of 
failures, although the amount of money involved is not 
in the aggregate great. Both Aleppo and Damascus 
also appear to have been free from any commercial 
failures of importance in 1927. In the latter city, 
indeed, there was rather something approaching a boom 
after the lean years of the revolt. 

A seemingly constant feature of the economic life of 
Syria is the adverse trade balance. In 1927 the value 
of imports amounted to some 1,291 million francs, 
while the value of the exports was only about 5403 
million frs. The phenomenon is explained by a theory 
of “invisible exports,’’ of which the chief items are : 
(a) remittances sent back by emigrants which are in 
present conditions less by a good deal than they used 
to be; (6) money left in the country by tourists, pilgrims 
and summer visitors; (c) money spent in the country 
by the French Army; (d) expenditure by charitable 
institutions, mainly French or American; and (e) the 
value of goods fraudulently exported of which the 
Customs have no record. These items together are 
considered to more than cover the difference between 
the values of imports and exports as shown in the 
Customs returns. 

Certainly there are at present no outward signs of 
impoverishment. Building goes on steadily and con- 
tinuously, although, of course, in the Near East it is 
the custom to put savings into house property rather 
than into the bank. The use of motor cars seems to 
increase steadily, and there is also visible the tendency 
to wear more fashionable, if less lasting, clothing. 
These two forms of expenditure may, however, only 
be manifestations of a general tendency towards 
extravagance. 

FOREIGN TRADE. 
The marked exchange fluctuations of 1925 and 1926 


make any comparison on a sterling value basis with 1927, 
when the franc was fairly steady at about 124, almost 





ee 
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impossible. Even on a currency value basis comparisons 
have but little value, seeing that many goods reach 
Syria from countries with a high exchange. Ona volume 
basis 1927 was slightly better than 1926. 

During the last few months of 1925 and practically 
the whole of 1926 the country was not in a normal state, 
and it was not, indeed, until the beginning of 1927 that 
the Damascus merchants seriously set about the replace. 
ment of their depleted stocks. The figures are therefore 
rather disappointing. Export figures are more satis. 
factory, inasmuch as they show a much greater volume 
of goods moved. The balance of visible trade is still 
unfavourable, but the phenomenon is a normal one in 
the economic life of the country. 


COMPETITION FOR Import TRADE. 


It is depressing, remarks Mr. Satow, to have to record 
the very considerable inroads made by the Italian, 
Belgian, Czechoslovak and French competitors in the 
sphere of cotton manufactured goods, which is the main 
British import. The causes, as they are known in Syria, 
have already been brought to the notice of those con- 
cerned. Cost is, of course, the predominating factor, 
but it must be remembered that tastes have changed. 
The women of Syria, even outside the towns, have in 
many instances reached the silk-stocking stage and 
require something attractive, even if less durable. 
According to the import manifests the total imports of 
textile goods of all kinds, i.e., cotton, woollen, silk, etc., 
into Beyrout were in 1927 39,402 packages. Of these, 
the main sources were as follows: From Italy, 14,347 
packages; from the United Kingdom 5,864 packages; 
from France 4,139 packages; and from Belgium 3,083 
packages. There were also imported in transit via 
Egypt 7,012 packages, as regards the origin of which 
nothing definite can be said. 

Cabots and madapolams still come principally from 
Great Britain, but Japan is a serious competitor in the 
former. Madapolams are said to be in less favour, 
and a preference is shown instead for oxfords and 
jacquards. Italian specialities, prints, satinettes, 
zephyrs, oxfords, jacquards and flannelettes are much in 
demand. Belgium is said to have lost some of her 
previous advantage owing to stabilisation. France 
supplies better quality goods, mattress ticking comes 
from Italy and Belgium, and poplins from Great Britain 
and Italy. 

Cotton yarns no longer come almost entirely from 
Great Britain. Indian, Italian and Japanese competi- 
tion is severe. At Aleppo India is considered to have 
acquired practically the whole of the yarn business. 
Damascus, on the other hand, reports that Great Britain 
still maintains her position in the higher counts, usually 
gassed, while two-thirds of the glazed or polished thread 
come from the United Kingdom, and the remainder 
from Belgium and Switzerland. These yarns are used 
for making the better-class cloths, known locally as 
“dima” and “alaja.”’ In this connection it may be 
noticed that an Indian Trade delegation paid a short 
visit to Damascus and Beyrout early in the year. The 
yarns are used mainly by weavers at Aleppo, Damascus, 
Homs and Hama. The quantities imported in 1927 of 
all kinds of yarns, but mainly écrus, were about 430 
metric tons, and stocks at the end of the year were 
normal. At Aleppo, British artificial silk is now being 
given a trial, and at Damascus there is a large and in- 
creasing market for this article, hitherto solely supplied 
by Italy, which does not seem to interest the British 
producer. 

For underwear and hosiery there was, during the 
whole of 1927, a steady and regular demand. Italy, 
as a supplier of cheap cotton or mixture goods, met with 
competition from Germany. This was favoured for @ 
time by the rise of the lira, and a good many orders 
went to Chemnitz. The United States also send a fair 
quantity of goods, and one well-known make of hosiery 
which is well advertised seems to find a ready sale. 
Great Britain and France, on the whole, supply a better 
class of article. A local competitor has appeared in 
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the shape of Palestine, where two factories near Jafia 
supplied relatively considerable quantities of goods 
which found a ready sale. 

In woollen manufactures Great Britain supplies a 
high-grade article, but France is a formidable com- 
petitor. Czechoslovakia also competes seriously, and 
at Damascus is said to have swamped the market with 
quite presentable cloths in striking designs at prices 
much lower than the British prices. Italian cloths 
were, at any rate for a time, less in demand, prices not 
being suitable. To meet this situation concessions were 
made by the Italian manufacturers. In general, com- 
petition is very keen in this line. In silks and novelties 
France is predominant. About half of the silk goods 
imported are the result of purchases made in France 
from the manufacturers. Italian competition in this 
line fell off. Large quantities of Shanghai silk now 
make their appearance in Damascus. 

British-made paper seems to be too expensive for 
the market. One firm sent to Damascus a complete 
range of samples, but only a few orders were secured 
for low-grade papers. Quantities imported in 1927 
were :—Writing 360 tons, packing 700 tons, printing 
330 tons, cigarette 170 tons, and cardboard 535 tons. 
Germany and Czechoslovakia seem to be the main 
sources of supply. 

The market for drugs, chemicals and groceries, though 
a small one, is worth cultivating. These have been the 
lines in which most British travellers have been seen. 
A British grocery store now exists in Beyrout. As 
regards soap, the Marseilles article has a very strong 
hold on the market and competes successfully even with 
the locally-made article. Though British soap has lost 
ground, there is still a certain demand for it, price 
being the determining factor. Palestine produces a 
soap resembling a well-known British article in its 
make-up, which is reported to be making great progress 
in Damascus. The demand for toilet soaps is limited 
and is supplied by France, the United States and Great 
Britain. 

The building trade continues active and the import 
of building materials increased in 1927. As regards 
cement, of which the total imports were some 22,000 
metric tons, Palestine competed seriously and _ suc- 
cessfully, and especially at Damascus, with the Italian 
and Belgian article. France supplies a better and more 
expensive article. Wood comes exclusively from Anatolia 
and Roumania. Girders, sheet-iron, iron bars and pipes 
come from Belgium, Luxemburg and France. Germany 
cannot compete in price. The competition from 
Luxemburg is severe. Damascus reports that there the 
galvanised iron market has been captured by the United 
States, an attractive (though not durable) polish making 
a great appeal to the native. In corrugated iron Great 
Britain is meeting and just holding severe competition 
from the same quarter. 

It should be noted in this connection that the use of 
reinforced concrete is increasing, and also that there is 
tendency to build houses in a more modern style and 
with modern fittings. This has already led to a demand, 
which as time goes on must increase, for sanitary 
appliances. At present Germany and Czechoslovakia 
are the main suppliers at relatively cheap prices. 

Coal supplies from the United Kingdom, which is the 
main source, were in 1926 interrupted by the coal stop- 
page, and a considerable quantity of German coal came 
in. Matters have now righted themselves, but the 
possibility of German competition must not be over- 
looked. Coal is imported mainly for the railways, for 
the French Navy and for bunkering purposes. An 
attempt to introduce a cargo of Turkish coal early this 
year met with no success. 

Motor-cars come mostly from the United States. 
Owing to the keen competition, sales were in many 
Instances made on the instalment system with, in some 
cases, unhappy results. French and Italian cars take 
second and third place. A few British cars of a well- 
known make have made a belated appearance. Unless 
& car can be seen and handled on the spot it is useless 
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to hope to introduce it. Taxi-cabs appeared on the 
streets of Beyrout and Damascus in 1927, but the 
business was overdone, and several failures resulted. 
Great Britain has a share in the trade in motor tyres, 
which should increase. 

In machinery, Germany is reputed to supply 40 per 
cent. of the motors imported, being followed by Belgium 
and Great Britain. Pumps, which are in demand, are 
partly supplied from the United Kingdom. Agricultural 
tractors, etc., are imported from Great Britain and from 
the United States. At present in Aleppo there is rather 
a slump in this line, which is otherwise a promising one 
for British trade. Electrical material was, and should 
continue to be, in greater demand, as the installation of 
electric lighting in various towns and large villages 
continues. The United Kingdom does not seem _ to 
supply any of this material, which comes from Belgium, 
Holland, Germany, France and Czechoslovakia. The 
quality is, as a rule, poor and prices low. 


BritTisH TRADE. 


The value of the imports from Great Britain in 1927 
was approximately 178,580,787 frs. (gold piastres 
181,484,540). France was the chief supplier (gold 
piastres 195,811,451), and Great Britain thus a good 
second. It should, however, be noticed that Italy (gold 
piastres 122,959,864) is steadily creeping up. It seems 
to be almost entirely, so far as most articles are con- 
cerned, a question of price. Competition is extremely 
keen, and the consumer is unable to pay the high prices 
asked for British goods, even though he gets something 
good in return. British goods are known to be reliable, 
and British business methods are respected, but credit 
is the order of the day here. Whether the granting of 
credit is really to the benefit either of the giver or the 
receiver may be doubtful, but foreign competitors of 
the United Kingdom seem to find it a paying proposition 
to give it generously. A discount for cash is really a 
preferable alternative. In Damascus credit is rather 
a new experience, and, whatever is given, more will be 
asked. 

As regards business methods correspondence should be 
in French, if possible. On the other hand, English is 
widely known, and the use of that language, as a rule, 
presents little difficulty to local merchants. An agent 
is almost essential. Commission agents are numerous, 
but vary in quality and reliability. If a firm cannot 
send a representative personally to choose an agent they 
can consult the nearest British Consular Officer; that 
officer may not always be able to find a really suitable 
man, inasmuch as the best people may have already all 
the agencies they can manage or may hold a competitive 
agency, but he can almost certainly prevent a firm from 
taking on a really bad agent. Only the larger firms 
dealing in textiles are organised for direct relations with 
the United Kingdom. British wholesale houses are in 
Beyrout very few in number, and British retail businesses 
are practically non-existent. Competition being most 
keen and credit requiring careful watching, a British 
firm, if it gets a good agent, should abide by his advice. 
Mr. Satow suggests that manufacturers’ representatives 
visiting Egypt should spare two or three days for a short 
visit to Beyrout, which can now be reached in about 
20 hours from Cairo or Alexandria by land. It is absurd 
to think that Syria can be run by an agent resident in 
Cairo, Constantinople or even Athens; competitors’ 
prices, local requirements and changing tastes can only 
really well be studied on the spot. Advertising is as 
yet in its infancy, but there are signs of development 
both in the press and on the streets. Information both 
as to the appointment of agents and as to advertising 
can be obtained by British firms on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W. 1. 


TRANSIT TRADR. 


Reference has already been made to the endeavours 
of the French authorities to regain and retain this 
lucrative trade, which is so well suited to the genius of 
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the local middlemen. The official figures as to re-exports 
during the past two years are: 1926, 17,143 tons, 
156,305,477 frs.; and 1927, 13,229 tons, 102,552,334 frs. 
The cattle re-exported in these two years were respect- 
ively 147,623 and 71,464 heads. The actual value 
shown in the official statistics is 104,219,854 gold piastres, 
which have been converted to paper francs at the mean 
rate for the year. Damascus has regained a considerable 
hold on the trade of Northern Palestine and Trans- 
Jordan. It was before the war the main distributing 
centre for those regions, and also for the nomad tribes 
which arrive in the summer and buy their requirements 
for the year. Damascus further provides the southern 
buyers with many peculiarly native articles which they 
have always used and still require. Damascus merchants 
are, however, very apprehensive as to the effects on this 
trade of a revision of the Convention with Palestine. 


THE OUTLOOK. 


The year 1928 opened none too auspiciously, either in 
Beyrout or in Aleppo (where the banks have restricted 
commercial credits by 50 per cent.). In both places 
there have been an undue number of failures. The 
disastrous winter and spring are mainly responsible for 
this, although the local tendency is to throw the whole 
blame on the 25 per cent. import duty. It seems 
unlikely that anything in the nature of a really serious 
crisis will occur, but 1928 will hardly be a successful 
one from the trading point of view. 


A reference should be made to the disastrous fire 
which a year ago destroyed goods to the value of some- 
where about a million pounds which were lying in the 
Port Company’s storage sheds. The loss of these goods 
is now being felt, and doubtless has contributed to the 
present difficult commercial situation. By no means all 
the burned goods were covered by insurance, and even 
in the case of those which were, payment has for various 
reasons necessarily been slow. Further, the provisional 
arrangements made for the storage of goods were none 
too satisfactory, and only the exceptionally dry winter 
prevented heavy damage from rain. It is said that the 
destroyed sheds are now to be replaced, and it is 
sincerely to be hoped that this is true. Too long a delay 
in providing proper storage accommodation has occurred 
already. 


——---—---— 


Notes on Trade. 





BRAZILIAN ORANGE EXPORTS. 


The Brazilian orange export trade promises to rival 
that of many old staples of exports in both volume and 
value, owing to the interest which a British fruit syndi- 
cate is taking in this trade, states ““ Wileman’s Brazilian 
Review.”’ 

‘ith regard to the statistics of the orange export 
trade they show a remarkable expansion in 1927. In 
1923, exports of oranges amounted to 661,362 hundreds, 
increasing to 730,685 hundreds in 1924, to 812,711 
hundreds in 1925, declining to 420,862 hundreds in 
1926, reacting to 643,707 hundreds in 1927, discriminated 
as follows :— 





Quantity. Value. 
Port of Shipment. Hundreds. Contos. 
Rio de Janeiro ... 562,543 4,913 
Santos 72,022 941 
Livramento 5,667 34 
Porto Alegre... rae wis 2,925 18 
Rio Grande do Sul _... a 318 2 
Sao Francisco ... hie “~ 162 1 
Pernambuco ... _ wit 70 ] 
Total 643,707 5,910 





NOTES ON TRADE—Conitinued. 





CANADIAN BUILDING ACTIVITY. 


Building contracts awarded in Canada during the 
first six months of this year are estimated at 256 million 
dollars (£51,200,000), according to McLean’s Reports, 
quoted by the Royal Bank of Canada in its Monthly 
Letter for August. This is 65 million dols. in advance 
of the same period last year, and 38 million dols. above 
all previous records. 


Forecasting a total increase on the year of 100 million 
dols., the Bank states that if the theory of Cassel and 
other modern economists is correct, that an increase in 
the volume of construction is the best indication of 
real economic progress, a study of Canada’s building 
figures for the last four years shows that the country is 
enjoying an unparalleled era of growth and development. 


This view is supported by the fact that the largest 
proportionate increases are for hotels, public garages, 
warehouses and “ industrial ”’ buildings; showing that 
the programme is on a sound basis with reference to 
commercial and industrial requirements, and is not an 
artificial ““ boom.”’ 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES TRADE. 


Imports into and exports from the Federated Malay 
States during the March quarter of the current year 
amounted in value to £5,549,989 and £8,117,901, as 
compared with £5,164,116 and £11,314,518 respectively 
in the first quarter of 1927, states a recent supplement 
to the ‘‘ Federated Malay States Government Gazette.” 





GOLD COAST TRADE IN 1927. 


The Gold Coast Commercial Intelligence Bureau in 
London reports that during the year under review imports 
amounted in value to £13,770.542, an increase of £3,484,666, 
as compared with 1926, while exports totalled 
£14,350,355, being £2,245,555 or 18-55 per cent. greater 
than the value recorded in 1926. The export total was 
the highest yet recorded. 


MALAYAN RUBBER EXPORTS AND 
UNUSED CREDITS. 


The Malay States Information Agency in London has 
received an official telegram from Kuala Lumpur, stating 
that the quantity of rubber from the Malayan Restriction 
Area on which export duty was paid at the minimum rate 
during July, was 19,241 tons, as compared with 13,894 
tons in July, 1927. 

The official estimate of the balance of unutilised export 
credits carried forward to August was 6,031 tons, and 
credits issued in July were for 532 tons. 








SAO PAULO COFFEE CROP. 


The Department of Agriculture of the State of Sao 
Paulo estimates the current (1928-29) coffee crop 
exportable through the port of Santos at 7,600,000 bags, 
distributed as follows:— Zones: Paulista Railway, 
3,915,000 bags; Mogyana Railway, 2,205,000 bags; 
Sorocabana Railway, 1,014,000 bags; Central and Sao 
Paulo Railways, 316,000 bags; making a total for Sao 
Paulo of 7,450,000 bags. In addition, Minas coffee 
totals 520,000 bags, making an aggregate of 7,970,000 
bags. After allowing for normal deductions, there should 
be an exportable surplus of 7,600,000 bags. 

Coffee from North of Parand has been excluded from 
this estimate, for shipments of Parana coffee are now 
made through the port of Paranagua. 

The average production in Sao Paulo is estimated at 
30 arrobas per 1,000 trees, including new trees, particu- 
larly in the zones of the North Western and Araraquar- 
ense Railways. 
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NOTES ON TRADE—Continued. 





SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCE SHIPMENTS. 


The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa 
in London has been advised by cable from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Pretoria, that during the week 
ended 18th August the following quantities of South 
African produce were shipped to United Kingdom 
ports :—Wool, scoured, bales, 349, grease, bales, 140; 
mohair, bales, 97; hides, wet, bales, 3,029, dry, bales, 
1,029; sheepskins, bales, 378; goatskins, bales, 15; 
wattle bark, tons, 67; wattle. extract, lbs., 33,230; 
tobacco, case, 1; cotton lint, lbs., 62,976; buchu, bales, 
14; sugar, tons, 8,997; maize, bags, 49,054; maize- 
meal, bags, 7,391; Kaffir corn, bags, 560; cowmeal, 
bags, 600; oranges, boxes, 34,887; grape fruit, boxes, 
2.240; naartjes, boxes, 567; pines, boxes, 288; and 
lemons, boxes, 236. 





WEST INDIAN CROPS AND TRADE. 


The following notes are from a report to Barclays Bank 
(Dominion, Colonial and Overseas) by their managers 
in the territories concerned. 


Cable advices report that fine rains generally have 
fallen throughout Barbados, and sugar cultivation 
has benefited considerably; the young canes which, in 
several instances, showed signs of being badly scorched, 
are now beginning to look green, and healthy. 


The weather condition in Trinidad has been favourable 
in every way, and prospects for next year’s sugar crop 
are decidedly promising. The total crop for the season 
just completed is reported to be 81,588 tons, which 
compares with 51,982 tons last year, 73,561 tons in 
1926 and 69,629 in 1925. Prospects for the coming 
cocoa crop are very encouraging. ‘“‘ Witchbroom,” a 
disease affecting cocoa cultivation, has made its appear- 
ance, but energetic counter measures are being taken by 
the Government; its activities appear to be confined to 
low-lying districts of high humidity. Trade is dull, as 
is usual at this time of the year. 


In Jamaica very heavy rains have fallen all over the 
island, but damage to the banana crop is reported 
negligible. Exports of this fruit continue to fall away, 
the total number of stems shipped this year from Ist 
January to 16th June being 6,886,760, as compared with 
8,473,111 for the corresponding period of 1927. Quota- 
tions for good grade coffee are still high, but there is 
very little old crop left. For the pimento crop, indica- 
tions point to a fairly large yield. ‘Trade remains dull. 


In the Leeward Islands rains proved beneficial to 
young sugar canes in Antigua, but a certain amount of 
irreparable damage has probably been caused by the 
preceding drought. In St. Kitts rain has also benefited 
sugar cultivation, and it is not expected that any harm 
has been done through the previous very dry weather. 
In Dominica the rainy season has begun. Prices of 
limes and their by-products have been maintained, and 
the export of green limes to New York continues very 
active. Trade has been fairly bright. 


Among the Windward Islands Grenada has experienced 
seasonable weather with a plentiful though not excessive 
rain. Trade continues dull. In St. Vincent, where 
trade remains quiet, cultivation generally is in good 
condition, owing to the weather, and the young crops 
are now making good progress. The prevalence of 
“blossom blight ’’ among the limes still causes anxiety 
to planters. Cocoa trees are reported as generally 
flowering well, with promise of a good crop. Trade is 
not bright, but general conditions in St. Lucia are 
better than at the same time last year, and the outlook 
is considered to be more hopeful. 


In British Guiana the weather has been favourable 
for growing crops and for planting rice. The rice industry 
is progressing favourably and prices are good, stocks 
being equal to export and internal requirements. Trade 
is dull. 





Exhibitions and Fairs. 





BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1929. 


London. Birmingham. 
18th February to 1st March. 





AN EMPIRE DISPLAY. 


Coincident with the expansion of the British Industries 
Fair in recent years has been the increase of the Imperial 
aspect of the Fair. Each year has seen a larger and 
more representative display of Empire products and 
manufactures, and the display of the Dominions and 
Colonies at the Fair of 1929 promises to maintain this 
rate of progress. 

The Empire Marketing Board will again arrange at 
the White City an exhibit of the foodstuffs and products 
of the Empire, in which all the Dominions and most of 
the Colonies will take space, the whole exhibit occupying 
an area of 10,000 square feet. The authorities of the 
overseas parts of the Empire regard the British Indus- 
tries Fair as the best and most productive of business 
of the many exhibitions and fairs in this country in which 
they participate. 

In addition to the exhibit by the Empire Marketing 
Board, separate exhibits will be shown by various Empire 
countries in the appropriate sections of the Fair, both in 
London and Birmingham. Application has already 
been received from Canada for 10,000 square feet of 
space in London and Birmingham. India has also 
reserved a large area at the White City in addition to her 
exhibit in the Empire Marketing Board section. Other 
Dominions and Colonies are also understood to be con- 
sidering participation. 

Details of the trades covered by each centre and the 
address to which applications for space should be made 
are given on page 268. 





EXHIBITION OF POWER AND MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING IN NEW YORK. 

The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
the Seventh National Exposition of Power and Mecha- 
nical Engineering will be held at New York from 3rd 
to 8th December next. 

The exhibits will include the latest mechanical 
equipment designed to bring about fuel combustion, 
power generation, distribution, transmission and utilisa- 
tion; heating and ventilating equipment, refrigeration 
equipment, material handling equipment, tools and 
machine tools and machine shop equipment, apparatus 
and instruments of precision for measuring or recording 
efficiency of combustion, temperature, volume, capacity, 
velocity, pressure and all the operations of manufacture 
which can be brought under control. 

British participation in this Exhibition will be 
welcomed by the organisers, the International Exposi- 
tion Company, Grand Central Palace, New York. 





BUSINESS EFFICIENCY EXHIBITION AT 
GLASGOW. 

The Board of Trade has been informed that the next 
Provincial Business Efficiency Exhibition will be held 
at the St. Andrews Hall, Glasgow, from 10th to 20th 
Septem ber. 

Further particulars may be obtained on application 
to the organisers of the Exhibition, the Office Appliance 
Trades Association of Great Britain and Ireland, 37 and 
38, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 





INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF TOURISM, 
ETC., AT BUDA-PEST. 

With reference to the notice in the ‘“ Journal ”’ of 
15th September, 1927, the Department of Overseas 
Trade is informed that the above Exhibition, which it 
was proposed to hold in Buda-Pest next year, has been 
indefinitely postponed. 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—Continued, 





FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1929. 


White City, London, and Castle Bromwich, Birming- 
ham, February 18th to March Ist. 


SCHEDULE OF EXHIBITS. 


LONDON, 
Organised by the Department of Overseas Trade. 


Address : 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. Telephone: Victoria 9040, 


Cutlery. 

Silver and electro-plate. 

Jewellery, watches and clocks. 

Hard haberdashery. 

Glassware of all descriptions. 

China, earthenware and 
ware, 

Paper. 

Stationery and stationers’ sundries 
and office appliances. 

Metal! office furniture. 

Printing. 

Books. 

Fancy goods, including tobacco- 
nists’ sundries. 

Leather goods, including travelling 
requisites. 


er. 
Saddlery and harness. 
Brushes and brooms. 
Toys and games. 
Sports goods (including fishing tackle 
and guns). 
Sports clothing. 
Scientific and optical instruments. 


stone- 


Medical and surgical instruments 
and appliances. 
Spectacle ware and opticians’ sup- 


plies. 
Photographic and cinematographic 
apparatus and requisites. 
Wireless apparatus. 
Musical instruments. 
Furniture of wood, cane and wicker. 
Bedsteads and bedding. 


Carpets, linoleum, etc. 
padkenene. 

Chemicals, light and heavy. 
Domestic chemical products. 
Drugs and druggists’ sundries. 
Perfumery. 


Dyes. 

Foodstuffs (prepared and preserved) 
and beverages. 

Confectionery (sugar and chocolate). 

Tobacco, cigarettes and cigars. 

Textiles and clothing, including 
artificial silk. 

Perambulators, mailcarts and push- 
chairs. 


BIRMINGHAM. 


Organised by the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, under the auspices 
of the Board of Trade. Address: 95, New Street, Birmingham. 


Lighting plant for electricity, gas, 
tc 


oll, etc. 
Cooking stoves and utensils, in- 
cluding aluminium, enamelware, 


etc. 

Foundry appliances. 

General hardware, including builders’, 
marine and household ironmongery 
of all descriptions. 

General machinery of all descrip- 
tions and small tools. 

Mill furnishing. 

Indiarubber goods for industrial and 
household purposes. 

Motor cycles and cycles. 

Accessories for motor cars, cycles 
and aeroplanes. 

Weighing and measuring appliances 
and instruments. 

Sanitary appliances. 


Paints, colours and varnishes and 
painters’ requisites. 

Railway equipment. 

Metals of all descriptions (excluding 
precious metals). 

Agricultural and horticultural ma- 
chinery and implements. 

—— colliery, and quarrying 


plant. 

Brewing and distilling plant. 

Metal furniture for garden and camp 
use, etc. 

Building construction. 

Firearms (not including sporting). 

Tubes in copper, lead, brass and 
steel, and steam and pipe fittings. 

Architectural and ornamental metal 
work, including gates and fencing. 

Ropes of steel and hemp, cordage 
and string. 


Overseas readers should apply for full particulars to the nearest 
British Consular Officer or Trade Commissioner. 


MacuHIne TooL AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION (4TH)— 
Olympia, London, W. 14, September 5-22. Apply to 
Exhibition Manager, Machine Tool Trades Association, 


70, Victoria St., 8.W. 1 


INTERNATIONAL CONFECTIONERS’ AND BAKERS’ EXHIBITION 


(32nD)— 


Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, N. 1, September 
8-14. Apply to Trades’ Markets and Exhibitions, 
Ltd., 11, Queen Victoria St., E.C. 4. 

*NortH OF ENGLAND Tosacco TRADE EXHIBITION AND 


CoNnFERENCE— 


Free Trade Hall, Manchester, September 10-14. Apply 
to Manager, Northern Tobacco Trade Exhibition, 
46, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 
Businsss EFFicIeNCY EXHIBITION— 
Glasgow, St. Andrew’s Hall, September 10-20. Apply 
to Office Appliance Trades Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland, 37 and 38, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 
MANCHESTER FURNITURE EXHIBITION (TRADE ONLY)— 


September 11-21. App 


ly to Provincial Exhibitions, 


Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 
PityMout#H BETTER HOUSING AND HOUSEKEEPING EXHIBITION— 


September 11-22. 


Apply te Provincial Exhibitions, 


Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

Guascow Housing AND HEALTH EXHIBITION (8TH)— 
Promoted by Glasgow Corporation, September 19- 
October 13. Apply to C. Sommerville, Esq., Kelvin 


Hall, Glasgow, C. 3. 


MIDDLESBROUGH HoMES AND TRADES ExuiIbpITION— 

Town Hall, Middlesbrough, September 19-29. Apply 
to L. Batley, Esq., Gorsey Works, Stockport. 
*INTERNATIONAL GROCERS’, PROVISION DEALERS’ AND ALLIED 

TRADES EXHIBITION (32ND)— 
Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, N. 1, September 


22-28. Apply 


to Trades’ Markets and Exhibitions, 


td., 11, Queen Victoria St., E.C. 4. 


NaTIONAEB Rap10 EXHIBITION— 


Olympia, London, W. 14, September 22-29. Apply to 


Radio 
Aldwych, W.C, 2. 


Manufacturers’ Association, 


Astor House, 





* A display of Home and Empire foodstuffs will be organised 


by the Department of Overseas Trade on behalf of the 


mpire 


Marketing Board at this Exhibition. 
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SwansEA “ Darty Post” BricuTeR Homes EXxuHIsITION— 
September 25-—October 6. Apply to Provincial Exhi. 
bitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

Wives, Sprrirs AND ALLIED TRADES’ ExHIBITION— 

London, October or November, for 10 days. Apply 
to Leslie Gross, Esq., 175, Piccadilly, W. 1. 

** Darty DispatcH’”’ ARTIFICIAL SILK EXHIBITION— 
Manchester, October 1-13. Apply to Provincial Exhi. 
bitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

“YORKSHIRE TELEGRAPH AND STAR” BETTER HOUSEKEEPING 

EXHIBITION— 
Sheffield, October 2-13. Apply to Provincial Exhibi. 
tions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

INTERNATIONAL SHOE AND LEATHER Farr (297TH)— 
Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, N.1, October 
8-12. Apply to Shoe and Leather Fair Society, Ltd., 
23-28 Fleet St., E.C. 4. 

BRADFORD ENGINEERING EXHIBITION— 

October 9-20. Apply to Provincial Exhibitions, Ltd., 
City Hall, Manchester. 


NewrPortT (MoN.) CHAMBER OF TRADE IDEAL Homus 
EXHIBITION— . 
October 9-20. Apply to Westminster Exhibitions, 


Ltd., 43, Aldwych, London, W.C. 2. 

*“* WrsTERN Matt” BricHTER Homes ExuHiIsITIOoN— 

Cardiff, October 9-20. Apply to Provincial Exhibi- 
tions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

INTERNATIONAL Motor EXHIBITION— 

Olympia, London, W. 14, October 11-20. Apply to 
Exhibition Manager, Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, S.W. 1. 

*IMPERIAL FRuiT SHow (8TH)— 
Manchester (Belle Vue Gardens), October 19-27, 
Apply to J. F. Tamblyn, Esq., 5, Bloomsbury Square, 
London, W.C. I. 

MANCHESTER ‘‘ EVENING CHRONICLE’? RADIO EXHIBITION— 
October 22—November 3. Apply to Provincial Exhibi- 
tions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

*Leeps Mercury’’ BretTeR HOUSEKEEPING EXHIBITION— 
October 23-November 3. Apply to Provincial Exhibi- 
tions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

*CARDIFF EMPIRE EXHIBITION AND SHOPPING WEEK— 
October 29-November 10. Apply to T. W. Dockett 
Smith, Esq., City Hall, Cardiff. 

BRADFORD GROCERS AND ALLIED TRADES EXHIBITION— 
October 30-November 8. Apply to Provincial Exhibi- 
tions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

‘¢ BIRMINGHAM GAZETTE ’’ HEALTH AND HYGIENE EXHIBITION— 
Birmingham, October 30-November 10. Apply to 
Provincial Exhibitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

** NOTTINGHAM JOURNAL ’”’ IDEAL Homges ExuHIBITION— 

Drill Hall, Nottingham, October 30-November 10. 
Apply to Westminster Exhibitions, Ltd., 43, Aldwych, 
London, W.C. 2. 

BREWERS’ EXHIBITION AND MARKET— 

Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, N. 1, Nov. 3-9. 
Apply to Messrs. Dale, Reynolds & Co., 46, Cannon St., 
a.C. 4. 

INTERNATIONAL CYCLE AND Motor Cycie SHow (14TH)— 
Olympia, London, W.11, Nov. 5-10. Apply to 
Secretary, British Cycle and Motor Cycle Manufacturers’ 
and Traders’ Union, Ltd., The Towers, Warwick Road, 
Coventry. 

TexTILE MACHINERY AND ACCESSORIES EXHIBITION— 
Manchester, Nov. 14-24. Apply to Textile and 
Industrial Exhibitions, Ltd., 121, Deansgate, Man- 
chester. 

IRONMONGERY, HARDWARE AND DoMESTIC APPLIANCES EXHI- 
BITION— 

Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, N. 1, November 
19-30. Apply to Davies Publicity Co., 13, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 1. 

ENGINEERING EXHIBITION (7TH ANNUAL)— 

Drill Hall, Cardiff, Nov. 21-Dec. 1. Apply to the 
Secretary, South Wales Institute of Engineers, Park 
Place, Cardiff. 

*UNIVERSAL COOKERY AND Foop ExuIsIrTIon (31st), INCLUDING 
Ist HoTet, RESTAURANT AND CLUB EQUIPMENT EXHI- 
BITION— 

Olympia, London, November 23-December 1. Apply 
to National Trade Press, Ltd., Exhibitions Department, 
150, Regent Street, W. 1. 


OVERSEAS. 


TuRIN INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
April 21-October 31. Apply to Spett. Comitato del IV. 
Centenario di Emanuele Filiberto e X. Anniversario 
della Vittoria, Via Carlo Alberto, 24, Turin (102). 

BERGEN NATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
May 25-September 9. Apply to Landsutstilligen 1928, 
Bergen, Norway. 

Brtwn Markets EXuHIsIrion (7TH)— 
May 26-Sept. 30. Apply to Secretariat, Exhibition 
of Contemporary Culture in Briinn, Czechoslovakia, 
or Messrs. Thomas Cook and Son, Berkeley Street, 
London, W. 1. 











* A display of Home and Empire foodstuffs will be organised 
by the Department of Overseas Trade on behalf of the Empire 
Marketing Board at this Exhibition. 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—Continued, 





INTERNATIONAL PRESS EXHIBITION— 

Cologne, May-October. Apply to London Office, 
90, Great Russell St., W.C. 1. 

NETHERLANDS INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION— 
Rotterdam, June 1-September 15. 
Section, Nenyto 28, Rotterdam. 

WELLINGTON WINTER SHOW— 
August-September. Apply to Mr. G. Mitchell, Welling- 
ton Show Association, 34, Customhouse Quay, Welling: 
ton, New Zealand. 

*CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION— 

Toronto, August 25-September 8. Apply to Federa- 
~— + British Industries, 39, St. James’s St., London, 

VreNNA AUTUMN FatR— 

September 2-9. Apply to Wiener Messe-Aktiengesell- 
schaft, 1, Messelplatz. Vienna, VII. See also the 
** Journal ”’ of 16th August (page 207). 

LEMBERG EASTERN Fair (8TH)— 

September 2-12. Apply to Targi Wschodnie, 
1, Jagiellonska St., Lwow, Poland. 

LAUSANNE Foop AND AGRICULTORAL INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION— 
September 8-23. Apply to Comité du Comptoir Suisse 
des Industries Alimentaires et Agricoles, 2, Rue Pichard, 
Lausanne. 

ANTWERP INTERNATIONAL COLONIAL Farr (5TH)— 

September 8-30. Apply to Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen St., London, S.W. 1, or Office 
de la Foire Coloniale et Internationale d’Anvers, 206, 
Chaussée de Malines, Antwerp. 

SALONIKA Farr (3RD INTERNATIONAL)— 

September 16-30. Apply to La Foire Internationale 
de Salonique, 11, Rue Papakiriatzu, Salonika, Greece. 

MARSEILLES FatR— 

September 22—October 7. Apply to L’Administration 
de la Foire de Marseilles, 46, La Canebi¢re, Marseilles. 

PRAGUE AUTUMN Fair— 

September 25-October 2. Apply to M. Ch. Peterka, 
Buchanan Bldgs., 74 Holborn, London, E.C, 1. 

Paris INTERNATIONAL SHOE AND LEATHER FAIR— 

September 29-October 7. Apply to Le Secrétaire- 
Général, 3e Semaine du Cuir, 64 Rue de Bondy, 
Paris, 10e. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT— 

Basle, September 29-October 15. Apply to Inter- 
national Office Specialities Exhibition, 61, Clarastrasse, 
Basle, 

FRANKFORT AUTUMN FAIR— 
September 30-October 3. 
Messamt, Hans Offenbach, 
Frankfiirt-am-Main. 

Paris Motor SHow— 

Grand Palais, October 4—-November 25. Apply to 
M. H. Cézanne, 51, Rue Pergolese, Paris (17e). 

BERLIN INTERNATIONAL AERONAUTICAL EXHIBITION— 
October 7-28. Apply to Reichsverband der Deutschen 
Luftfahrt-Industrie, W. 35, Blumenhof 17, Berlin. 

New York INTERNATIONAL ELECTRICAL AND INDUSTRIAL 

SHow (2ist ANNUAL)— 
Grand Central Palace, October 17-27. Apply to 
— Show Company, 124, West 42nd Street, New 
or 
INTERNATIONAL PETROLEUM EXHIBITION (3rd)— 
Tulsa (Oklahoma, U.S.A.). October 20-29. 

Bertin Motor AND Motor CycLtE SHow— 

November 8-18. Apply to Reichsverband der Auto- 
mobilindustrie, 12-13, Unter den Linden, Berlin. 

BomBAay PRESIDENCY AGRICULTURAL SHOW— 

Ahmedabad, November 17-28. See the ‘‘ Journal ”’ of 
August 9 (page 171). 

PowER AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION (7TH NATIONAL)— 

New York, December 3-8. Apply to International 
Exposition Co., Grand Central Place, New York. 

BrussELs Motor AND Motor CycLte SHow— 

December 8-19. Apply to the Chambre Syndicale 
des Constructeurs d’Automobiles, 15, Avenue Marnix, 
Brussels. 

Carmo Mepicat ExuHIsITION— 

December 15-29. Apply to Organising Committee, 
c/o Faculty of Medicine, Cairo, Egypt. 

INTERNATIONAL Motor SHow In Eaypt (2nD)— 

Alexandria, January 23-February 6. Apply to Or. 
ganising Committee, R.A.C. of Egypt, 3, Shawarby 
Street, Cairo. 


*A display of Home and Empire foodstuffs will be organised 
by the Department of Overseas Trade on behalf of the Empire 
Marketing Board at this Exhibition. 


Apply to British 


Apply to Frankfiirter 
Platz der Republik, 











Notr.—The above list is not intended to include all forth. 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file, and may be obtained on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Exhibitions and Fairs Division), 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. 


Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 





BRITISH INDIA. 





OVERSEAS TRADE IN JUNE. 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in India has forwarded 
the following press note relating to the foreign seaborne 
trade in June, 1928, issued by the Department of Com- 
mercial Intelligence and Statistics, Calcutta :— 


The trade returns of British India for the month of 
June, 1928, as compared with the preceding month, showed 
decreases in the values of imports, exports and re-exports. 
Imports of private merchandise totalled Rs. 18,55 lakhs, 
a decrease of Rs. 1,88 lakhs, and exports of Indian produce 
and manufactures declined by Rs. 1,47 lakhs to Rs. 27,66 
lakhs, while re-exports decreased by Rs. 2 lakhs to Rs. 62 
lakhs. The comparison of the trade figures for June and 
the three months April, May and June, 1928, with those 
for the preceding month and the corresponding period of 
the preceding year, is set forth below :— 


















































Month of | Month of | Increase (+-) or decrease 
Movement. June, May, (—)in June, 1928, as com- 
1928. 1928. pared with May, 1928. 
Rs. (lakhs)} Rs. (lakhs)} Rs. (lakhs) Per cent. 
Imports ... 18,55 20,43 — 1,88 — 9-2 
Exports... 27,66 29,13 — 1,47 — 5:0 
Re-exports 62 64 —- 2 — 3-1 
Month of | Month of | Increase (-+-) or decrease 
Movement, June, June, (—) in June, 1928, as com- 
1928. 1927. pared with June, 1927. 
Rs. (lakhs)} Rs. (lakhs)} Rs. (lakhs) Per cent, 
Imports ... 18,55 18,84 — 29 — 1-5 
Exports... 27,66 22,10 -+- 5,56 +25-2 
Re-exports 62 68 — 6 — 8:8 
Three April to Increase (+) or decrease 
Movement.| months, June, (—) in 1928 as compared 
1928. 1927. with 1927. 
Rs. (lakhs)} Rs. (laksh)} Rs. (lakhs) Per cent. 
Imports ... 60,92 62,14 — 1,22 — 2: 
Exports... 81,77 71,52 + 10,25 +14-3 
Re-exports 2,06 2,09 a 3 — 1-4 

















Treasure on private account, including currency notes, 
showed a net import of Rs. 1,96 lakhs in June, as against 


Rs. 3,56 lakhs in the preceding month and Rs. 3,61 lakhs 
in June, 1927. The import and export figures of gold 
and silver during the three months of April, May and June 
1928, compare as follows with the corresponding period of 
the preceding year :— 














Three April to Increase (-+-) or de- 

Movement. months, June, crease (—) in 1928 as 

1928. 1927. compared with 1927. 

Rs. (lakhs)} Rs. (lakhs)} Rs. (lakhs)| Per cent. 

Gold imported 6,44 . + 1,73 + 36°7 
», exported ] l ~~ -- 

Silver imported 4,12 6,30 — 2,18 — 34:6 

» exported 1,43 35 + 1,08 +309°0 











Measured by the statistics of merchandise and treasure, the 


total visible balance of trade in June, 1928, was Rs. 8,16 lakhs 
in favour of India, as compared with Rs. 6,02 lakhs in May, 





1928, and Rs. 55 lakhs a year ago. 


During the three months 
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ended June, 1928, the visible balance of trade in merchan- 
dise and treasure was Rs. 14,49 lakhs in favour of India, as 
compared with Rs. 1,36 lakhs in the corresponding period 
of the preceding year. The balance of remittances of 
funds in June, 1928, was minus Rs. 1,13 lakhs and in the 
three months ended June, 1928, minus Rs. 12,31 lakhs. 


CHANGES IN IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


As compared with June, 1927, imports of food, drink 
and tobacco in the month under review rose by Rs. 65 lakhs 
to Rs. 2,52 lakhs, while raw materials and manufactured 
articles fell by Rs. 22 lakhs and Rs. 77 lakhs to Rs. 2,11 lakhs 
and Rs. 13,58 lakhs respectively. Under food, drink and 
tobacco, imports of sugar 16 D.S. and above, including beet 
sugar, increased in quantity by 15,400 tons to 36,000 tons, 
and in value by Rs. 33 lakhs to Rs. 76 lakhs. The quantity 
of rice not in the husk imported almost entirely into Madras 
during June amounted to 10,800 tons valued at Rs. 15 
lakhs. Imports of vegetable products (vegetable ghee, 
vegetable fat, etc.), were valued at Rs. 23 lakhs or an 
increase of Rs. 16 lakhs over June, 1927. Under raw 
materials imports of raw cotton showed a decrease of 
6,000 tons in quantity and of Rs. 47 lakhs in value. Im- 
ports of kerosene oil increased 4 million gallons in quantity 
and Rs. 21 lakhs in value; while those of lubricating oils 
decreased by about 3 million gallons in quantity and by 
Rs. 17 lakhs in value. The imports of coconut oil from 
Ceylon rose by Rs. 8 lakhs. Under manufactured articles 
the imports of cotton yarn and manufactures declined by 
Rs. 1,10 lakhs, of which cotton yarn accounted for Rs. 16 
lakhs. Grey and white goods fell by 51 and 3 million yards 
in quantity and in value by Rs. 1,18 and 2 lakhs respect- 
ively, while coloured goods rose by 5 million yards in 
quantity and in value by Rs. 23 lakhs. There were notice- 
able increases under vehicles (+ Rs. 35 lakhs), machinery 
and millwork (-+- Rs. 31 lakhs), aniline dyes (+ Rs. 11 lakhs), 
and hardware (+ Ks. 5 lakhs), while iron and steel declined 
by Rs. 41 lakhs. 


As regards exports of Indian merchandise, food, drink 
and tobacco in the month under survey as compared with 
June, 1927, increased by Rs. 76 lakhs to Rs. 6,57 lakhs. 
Exports of barley rose by 45,000 tons in quantity and by 
Rs. 53 lakhs in value, while those of wheat showed a 
decrease of 13,000 tons in quantity and of Rs. 24 lakhs in 
value. Exports of tea increased a million lbs. in quantity 
and Ks. 19 lakhs in value. Exports of coffee also increased 
by 15,000 cwts. in quantity and by Rs. 12 lakhs in value. 
Raw materials and produce exported rose by Rs. 4,08 
lakhs to Rs. 14,24 lakhs. Under this group exports of raw 
cotton rose from 43,000 tons valued at Rs. 4,07 lakhs to 
54,000 tons valued at Rs. 5,83 lakhs. Of the total shipments 
of raw cotton Japan took 18,000 tons or 33 per cent., China 
9,500 tons or 18 per cent., Bolgium 5,600 tons, Italy 5,500 
tons, and France 4,000 tons, while the remainder went 
mainly to the United Kingdom, Germany and Spain. 
Exports of raw jute increased in quantity from 39,000 tons 
to 50,000 tons, and the value rose by Rs. 61 lakhs to Rs. 1,83 
lakhs. Exports of oilseeds recorded an advance of Rs. 1,40 
lakhs, to which groundnuts contributed Rs. 1,18 lakhs and 
rapeseed Rs. 13 lakhs. There were also increases in exports 
of raw skins (+ Rs. 9 lakhs), Lac (+ Rs. 7 lakhs), but raw 
hides decreased in quantity by 200 tons, increasing in value, 
however, by Rs. 3 lakhs. Manufactured goods rose by Rs. 
77 lakhs to Rs. 6,64 lakhs. Shipments of gunny bags in 
June, 1928, fell 88,000 in number, but the value rose by 
Rs. 23 lakhs. The yardage of gunny cloth exported fell 
from 122 millions in June, 1927, to 121 millions, but the 
value rose by Rs. 21 lakhs to Rs. 2,45 lakhs. Exports of 
tanned hides and skins increased by Rs. 52 lakhs. 


TRADE WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES: SHIPPING. 


The share of the United Kingdom in imports fell from 
50 per cent. in June, 1927, to 46 per cent. in June, 1928, but 
in exports it remained at 21 per cent. The shares of Ger- 
many, Japan and the United States in June were 8, 5 and 8 
per cent. respectively under imports and 10, 8 and 12 per 
cent. respectively under exports. 


The tonnage of vessels entered into British India and 
cleared outwards with cargoes from and to foreign countries 
and British Possessions during June amounted respectively 
to 649,000 and 632,000 as against 679,000 and 776,000 in 
May, 1928, and 545,000 and 603,000 in June, 1927. During 
the three months ended June, 1928, the tonnage of vessels 
entered and cleared with cargoes totalled respectively 
2,093,000 and 2,126,000 as compared with 1,880,000 and 
1,936,000 in the corresponding period of last year. 
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CANADA. 





INDUSTRY AND TRADE IN THE PRAIRIE 
PROVINCES. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 


WINNIPEG. 


It seems to be generally conceded that conditions in the 
Prairie Provinces are now better than at any time sineg 
the war and even the most conservative look with confi. 
dence towards the future. 


Agriculture, the basis of prosperity in these provinces, 
is in a flourishing condition. Large crops with reasonably 
satisfactory returns during the last few years have resulted 
in the liquidation of the greater part of the indebtedness 
incurred during and immediately after the war, while 
prospects for the 1928 crop are, at the time of writing, 
so good that many claim there will be the largest yield 
on record. It is estimated that at least 23,557,900 acres 
have been planted to wheat, or over 1,000,000 acres more 
than planted in any previous year. Increases are also 
reported in the acreages to oats and barley. There has 
been somewhat less rye and flax sown than in 1927. It 
may reasonably be anticipated, therefore, that unless rust 
or frost do serious damage within the next few weeks, a 
record crop may well be gathered. 


The optimism resulting from these conditions is reflected 
in business throughout the provinces. In Manitoba, 
where last year’s crop was very seriously depleted by rust 
and frost, and where certain areas are at present suffering 
from an excess of moisture, there does not appear to be 
quite so much activity as in Saskatchewan, where con- 
ditions have been more generally satisfactory. On the 
other hand, Manitoba is gradually developing in other 
ways which will make it less dependent upon agriculture 
for its prosperity, and Winnipeg is already beginning to 
benefit from the start that has been made. 


MINING PROGRESS AND PROSPECTS. 


The development of the mineral areas of Manitoba has 
already meant a good deal to the province and will mean 
much more within the next few years. A great deai of 
work is being done in the gold-bearing Central Manitoba 
field, and though there is, as yet, only one producing 
mine, there are a number of prospects that are reported 
to look very promising. : 


In the copper-zine areas of Northern Manitoba develop- 
ment is awaiting the arrival of the railway. The line to 
the Flin Flon property is expected to be completed before 
the end of this year and a branch will almost certainly 
then be constructed to the Sherritt-Gordon mine. ‘The 
opening up of this country means the development of water 
power, the erection of flotation mills and smelters, the 
building of town sites, the influx of a very considerable 
population and the spending of large sums of money. 
Already the labour situation of Winnipeg has been much 
relieved by this development and by the building of the 
Hudson Bay Railway, and it is anticipated that the 
extensive constructional activity that is inevitable during 
the next few years, together with the opening up of a 
hitherto unpopulated country, may offer a permanent 
solution to one of the city’s principal problems since the 
war. 


Burtp1ne@ ACTIVITY. 


There is considerable building going on at the present 
time in the principal cities in Manitoba and Saskatchewan, 
quite apart from the development referred to in the last 
paragraph. 

In Winnipeg this activity is largely confined to the con- 
struction of blocks of residential apartments and private 
homes; a few business blocks and warehouses are being 
erected, but they seem to be of minor importance when 
compared with the real development that is going on in 
certain districts in the city. 


In Regina and Saskatoon the activity is more evenly 
divided between business and residential building. The 
decision of General Motors of Canada, Ltd., to establish 
an assembling plant at an estimated cost of a million dollars 
in the former city seems likely to create an influx of 
associated businesses. Already four firms, manufacturing 
auto accessories, have decided to open warehouses, tw0 
established oil companies are increasing their plant, and 
three others are understood to have acquired property. 
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In Saskatoon, which seems to be developing in anticipa- 
tion of becoming an important distributing point on the 
completion of the Hudson Bay Railway, several new 
branch warehouses of firms already established in Winnipeg 
are being erected, as is a large departmental store, and 
several oil companies are establishing themselves or 
enlarging their already existing plants. 


Residential building activity is equally pronounced in 
poth Regina and Saskatoon. For some years past accom- 
modation has been scarce, and, though a considerable 
number of houses were built last year, the supply did not 
equal the demand. In Regina, particularly, the increase 
of population resultant upon the establishment of new 
industries will necessarily cause yet greater activity in 
this direction. 


WATER POWER EXTENSIONS. 


Power developments of considerable magnitude are in 
prospect both in Manitoba and Saskatchewan, made neces- 
sary by the steadily increasing industrial and residential 


loads. 


In Manitoba the City of Winnipeg Hydro Electric System 
is preparing to develop Slave Falls on the Winnipeg River, 
and tenders are already being called on some of the equip- 
ment likely to be required. Work cannot, however, be 
commenced until the project is approved by the ratepayers 
at the civic elections in November. 


The Winnipeg Electric Company, Ltd., has made appli- 
cation to the Dominion and Provincial Governments for 
permission to develop Seven Sisters Falls, also on the 
Winnipeg River, and the fact appears to be established 
that, even with the city’s development of Slave Falls, 
there may be a shortage of power in the near future unless 
further development is begun almost immediately. 


In Saskatchewan a Power Commission, recently appointed 
by the Government, has recommended the purchase by the 
province of the power plants of Regina, Moose Jaw and 
Saskatoon, to form the nucleus of a system ultimately 
destined to be province-wide. It is proposed that these 
cities shall, in due course, be linked together by trans- 
mission lines, and that from the pool thus formed power 
shall be distributed to the districts tributary to each point. 
In due course Prince Albert and North Battleford are to 
be connected with Saskatoon, and later on additional 
plants are to be established at various strategic points in 
the province. These in their turn will serve the territory 
tributary to themselves and ultimately be linked, as con- 
sumption increases, with the main system. Thus one 
unified system will be formed, under one central adminis- 
tration, covering the whole province. If the recommenda- 
tions of the Commission are approved, the first step will 
be to build a new plant in Saskatoon. 


MANUFACTURING DEVELOPMENTS. 


While the City of Winnipeg may not, in its industrial 
building, show quite the same activity, in proportion to its 
population, as do the smaller cities of the West, it is by 
no means standing still. Railway construction in Western 
Canada is necessitating the enlargement by the Canadian 
Pacific Railway of its Weston shops: the Canadian Cement 
Company is enlarging its plant in anticipation of the re- 
quirements of the mining and power companies. Canadian 
Industries, Ltd., have announced their intention of estab- 
lishing a chemical plant in Winnipeg within the next year 
or two, while the Hinde and Dauch Paper Company of 
Canada, Ltd., have approved the expenditure of over a 
million dols. on the establishment of a factory for the 
manufacture of corrugated paper, boxes and millboard. 
Existing industries are understood to be contemplating 
expenditure amounting to about 250,000 dols. in the 
expansion of their plants to absorb increasing business. 


Mention has already been made of the intention of 
General Motors of Canada, Ltd., to establish a large 
assembly plant in Regina. Another development of 
interest in Saskatchewan is the establishment of a 
briquetting plant at Bienfait by the Western Dominion 
Collieries, Ltd., in association with British Industries. 
The more economic utilisation of Saskatchewan lignite 
has been the subject of investigation and research for a 
number of years past, and the achievement of the new 
company will be watched with close interest. It is reported 
that a number of other firms, some of them backed by 
German capitalists, will establish plants if the process 
proves to be a success. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE CONDITIONS. 


The wholesale trade report considerable activity through- 
out the West and appear to be satisfied with the situation 
and prospects. Shipment is now being made to the 
country of winter stocks, and cancellations are reported 
to be fewer than in previous years. There is little doubt 
that the Co-operative wheat-marketing organisations, by 
their system of making interim payments, have done much 
to place business on a better footing in the country. During 
the last crop year (Ist August, 1927 to 3lst July, 1928) the 
Pools made the following payments on No. 1 Northern :— 
On delivery of the wheat one dol. per bushel, on 10th 
March 15 ets., and on 28th July 25 cts. per bushel. The 
final payment will probably be made some time in October. 


CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALING, 


The success of co-operative marketing has turned the 
attention of farmers and others to the possibilities of 
co-operative buying and distribution, and the subject has 
been discussed at two important co-operative conferences 
in Saskatchewan during the past few months. The pro- 
posals have the support of the co-operative wholesale 
societies in the United Kingdom. The nucleus of a society 
to cover the Prairie Provinces is in existence in the form of 
small organisations operating in Manitoba and Alberta, 
while a more serious attempt at developing a real wholesale 
society is under consideration in Saskatchewan. Con- 
siderable development along these lines may be anticipated 
in the next three or four years. 





IRISH FREE STATE. 





THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY. 


Preliminary Report No. 6 on the Census of Production in 
the Irish Free State surveys the Tobacco Industry. Re- 
turns were received relating to the operations in 1926 of the 
16 establishments at which tobacco products were made. 
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Gross OvuTPpvrT. 


The following table shows the quantities and net selling 
values of the products made in 1926 for sale by these 16 











establishments :— 

Kind of Goods made. | Quantities. | Net Selling Value. 

Lbs. £ 

Cigars seal 4,440 5,788 
Cigarettes 3,363,522 2,512,393 
Snuff for human use 282,395 142,759 
Other manufactured to- 

bacco ... 4,772,865 2,371,524 
Offal snuff, shorta, smalls 

and stalks, sold 107,285 902 
Total value of goods made — 5,033,366 

(inclusive of duty). 











Practically all the tobacco products made in the Free State 
are consumed in the country, and exports are negligible. 
Imports of manufactured tobacco goods are also small, 
compared with the quantities produced in the Free State, 
except in the case of cigars. In 1926 the quantities imported 
were: Cigars, 10,088 lbs.; cigarettes, 43,416 lbs.; snuff, 
7,426 lbs.; and other manufactured tobacco, 19,326 Ibs. 
In comparing the values of the tobacco goods manufactured 
in the Free State with the value of imports, it must be 
remembered that the value of the output shown above, 
except in the case of tobacco offal, is inclusive of Customs 
duty, whereas imports are valued exclusive of Customs 
duty. The amount of duty collected in the financial 
year ended 3lst March, 1927, on unmanufactured tobacco 
imported into the Free State was £3,179,028. Accordingly, 
it is estimated that the amount of duty included in the 
value of the output of manufactured tobacco in the calendar 
year 1926 was approximately £3,150,000. 


MATERIALS, ETC., USED. 


The total cost of ingredients used in making the 1926 
output was £3,741,712, raw tobacco (7,707,024 Ibs.) 
accounting for £3,724,737, cigarette paper (1,229 cwts.) 
for £10,316 and other materials, mainly oils and chemicals, 
for £6,659. The cost of the raw tobacco as shown is 
inclusive of Customs duty estimated at £3,150,000. 

The coal used, 3,140 tons, cost £6,149 at works, purchased 
electricity 390,864 B.O.T. units, cost £4,113, purchased gas 
£714, and oils and other fuels £833, thus making a total 
cost of £11,809. 

The estimated cost of purchased cases, tins, cartons, 
wrapping paper, etc., sold with the output, the cost of 
replacing tools and the cost of materials for repairs to 
buildings or plant executed by the firms’ own workpeople, 
in 1926, was £150,718. 


Net OvurTputT. 


The “ net output ” of the tobacco manufacturing industry 
in the Irish Free State in 1926, is calculated from the above 
data, thus :— 








£ 
I. Gross output ree see bee 5,033,366 
II. Costs : £ 
Ingredients 3,741,712 
Fuel, etc. 11,809 
Purchased cases, . tins, ‘cartons, etc. 150,718 
3,904,239 








Net output, i.e., I minus IT 1,129,127 








SALARIES AND WAGES: PERSONS EMPLOYED. 


The total amount paid in salaries and wages by the 16 
firms in connection with the output of tobacco manufac- 
tures was £286,789, of which £106,179 was in respect of 
salaries and £180,610 for wages. 

The number of persons engaged in the 16 establishments 
on 16th October, 1926, was 2,106, of whom 11 were pro- 
prietors working in the business, 400 were salaried staff, 
1,540 were industrial workers and 155 storekeepers, packers, 
carters, etc. Of the total of 2,106 persons engaged in the 
industry, 1,214 were females, 1,122 of whom were industrial 
workers; there were 76 females among the salaried staff. 
The number of persons under 18 years of age engaged in 
the industry was 350. 

All the establishments were in operation during the whole 
year, and the hours normally worked by wage earners per 
week was 47. 
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CAPACITY OF ENGINES, ETC. 


The effective horse power of prime movers was 99] 
(reciprocating steam engines 630, internal combustion 
engines using heavy oils 316 and light oils 45), the rated 
horse power of electric motors (exclusive of converters or 
transformers) was 1,233 (from electrically-generated jn 
the factories 539), and the kilowatt capacity of electric 
generators was 548. 


MACHINES AT END oF 1926. 


The following were the numbers of the different kinds of 
machines at the 16 tobacco factories at the end of 1926 :— 








Description. No. Description. No. 








Plug-making machines | 109 Cigarette-making ma- 


Spinning machines ... 53 chines , 53 

Cutting machines ... 67 Cigarette packing and 

Coil cylinders... -- | 126 wrapping machines 28 

Hydraulic presses... 21 Snuff mills... “ 18 
Other machines _ 43 














LARGE AND SMALL FACTORIES. 


The five largest factories accounted for 83 per cent. of 
the total number of persons employed, 84 per cent. of the 
gross output and almost 88 per cent. of the net output and 
85 per cent. of salaries and wages. 


The larger the factory the larger the proportion of the net 
output which is absorbed by interest on capital, etc., as 
is shown in a table provided in the Report. Accordingly, 
as the larger factories are better equipped than the smaller, 
it is not surprising to find that the net output per person 
is smaller in the small factories than in the large ones. The 
figure for seven small factories was £258 per person, for 
four medium ones £421, and for five large factories £569, 
the average for all factories being £536. 


Notrre.—Copies of Preliminary Report No. 6 on the Census 
of Production may be obtained from the Statistics Branch, 
Department of Industry and Commerce, Lower Castle 
Yard (South), Dublin. 





KENYA AND UGANDA. 





DOMESTIC EXPORTS, JANUARY-MAY. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Nairobi reports that during 
the first five months of the current year domestic exports 
from Kenya and Uganda reached a total value of £3,715,481 
as compared with £2,762,207 in the corresponding period 
of 1927. Kenya contributed £1,680,466 as against 
£1,448,457 and Uganda £2,035,015 against £1,313,750. 
The following table shows the volume of the principal 
exports during the period under review :— 


> 




















Kenya. | Uganda. 
Commodity. J 
an.— Jan.— Jan.- 
May, aaa ay> May, May, 
1928 weis | 1928. | 1927. 
Cotton — 
centals (100 lbs.) 2,515 532 | 391,290 | 368,969 
Maize ... ... ewts. | 714,422 | 1,486,450 — — 
Sisal and tow tons 6,370 6,098 —-- 5 
Coffee ... ... ewts. | 136,145 87,400 | 17,719 | 17,625 























SOUTH AFRICA. 





RECENT TRADE CONDITIONS. 


The general managers of the Standard Bank of South 
Africa, Ltd., supply the following information regarding 
trade conditions in the Union of South Africa :— 


In most centres business appears to be improving. The 
farming outlook in the Eastern Cape is brighter owing to 
the unusually early spring rains, but the rainfall in Western 
Province and Natal is considerably below normal and in 
spite of the recent fair rains prospects are still uncertain. 
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GoLD AND DIAMONDS: RAILWAY EARNINGS. 
S 99] The Transvaal gold output during July amounted to Description. Origin. — —— 
ustion §97,211 fine ozs, valued at £3,683,678, as compared 1928. 1927. 
rated Brith 862,363 fine ozs, valued at £3,663,085, in June. 
ers or § The daily average increased from 33,168 ozs. to 33,354 ozs. 
ed in [the number of native labourers employed showed the Coloured ... yds. | Total ... ... | 1,888,358 | 1,122,677 
lectric sustomary seasonal decline from 197,186 to 194,584. Great Britain 252,044 153,738 
PY . ; India 286,210 423,267 
The position of the diamond market is unchanged. The Si aieunad 944 989 954.403 
output is believed to have declined recently owing to the Japan 136,622 | 196,958 
tai inclement weather. Germany 97,818 43,795 
a Railway earnings from 7th July to llth August were 7 
26 i— 9 511,485, or £86,485 above rnd estimate. The total Blankets eee No. Total gy 199,001 105,348 
or tele . . Great Britain 1,354 5,871 
earnings from Ist April to llth August were £9,271,239, Salle 39 174 11.384 
No. or £56,239 above the estimate for that period. Germany 16,925 6,258 
aaa Holland 135,301 81,515 
Crops AND MARKETS. 
53 The transport of the maize crop is causing an acute 
shortage of trucks available for coal traffic. Exports of 
28 maize and products during July amounted to 1,046,000 bags. ZANZIBAR. 





s The prices for white maize were distinctly lower on the 
month in sympathy with overseas markets. Prospects for 
a the wheat, oat and deciduous fruit crops in Western Province 
are still uncertain owing to the low rainfall, but conditions 
have recently improved. Exports of citrus fruit in July 
totalled 211,016 cases, as against 377,826 in July last 


STATEMENT OF TRADE, JANUARY-APRIL. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Nairobi has forwarded a 
statement of the trade of Zanzibar during the first four 
months of the current year, together with the figures for 

















t. of 
fF the § year: the corresponding period of 1927, as under :— 
and Rainfall in Natal is still below normal and the estimate 
of the sugar crop has been reduced from 280,000 tons to Particulars. 1928. 1927. 
> net 270,000 tons, of which about 60,000 tons are expected to 
., ag | be exported. The outlook has now been improved by 
igly, fair rains. Rs. Rs. 
iller, Supplies of wattle bark continue scarce and the market ea se sta Lh gny ae 
rson ff is firm, but overseas buyers appear unwilling to pay the piamaai:. we ae Saal 17.20.91 4 21.15,816 
The higher prices asked. Stock in hand in transit warehouses 
for In the local wool markets business in old stocks is very at 30th April, 1928 +. 5,89,175 8,24,478 
569, Ff small and only oddments of the new clip have so far arrived. Cwrte Cwte 
Prices are see areeee d er mes he ed igen Exports of cloves ... 84,918 112,973 
asus On the mohair market small business is being done in mixec Exports of copra 128,723 115,058 
nch, hair and firsts, but buyers are taking no interest in the 
stle | maining stocks of kids’ hair and good firsts. The hide 





market is slightly easier. Sheepskins and goatskins are 
also slightly cheaper, except angora skins, which are firm. 
Demand for lower-grade wings on the ostrich feather market 
continues and prices are hardening slightly. More atten- 
tion is being paid to better-class wings. Shorts remain 
firm. 


The building trade continues very active and manufac- 
ing turing industries remain generally well employed, the chief 
exception being the footwear industry at Port Elizabeth. 


| STANDARD BANK 


OF SOUTH AFRICA, LIMITED 




































48] The improvement in the agricultural machinery market is 
‘od maintained. Business in soft goods is still quiet. 
BANKERS TO THE 
nst imperial Government in South Africa and to the Governments of 
50. Northern Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia, Nyasaland and Tanganyika. 
pal AUTHORISED CAPITAL £10,000,000 
a TANGANTICA TERRETORY. Subscribed Capital £8,916,660 
Paid-up Capital £2,229,165 

COTTON PIECE-GOODS IMPORTS, Reserve Fund £2,893,335 
i JANUARY—APRIL. Uncalied Capital £6,687,495 
> £11,809,995 





H.M. Trade Commissioner in East Africa has forwarded 
the following statement regarding imports of cotton piece- 
goods into Tanganyika Territory during the first four 
months of this and last year :— 





Head Office: 


10, CLEMENTS LANE, LOMBARD STREET, and 
77, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON, E.C.4. 























































































19 J J London Wall Branch—63, LONDON WALL, E.C.2. 
ii i hacia a = a West End Branch—9, Northumberland Avenue, W.C.2. 
. ’ , _ 1928. 1927. New York Agency: 67, Wall Street. 
° Hamburg Agency : Bank of British West Africa Ltd., 49-53, Schauenburger-str. 
— Over 350 Branches, Sub-Branches, and Agencies in South and East Africa. 
Unbleached ... yds. ba ww Rg Pate gong EXECUTORSHIPS AND TRUSTEESHIPS UNDERTAKEN. 
Japan 3,333,553 3,508,059 INCOME TAX.—Claims for the recovery of Income Tax undertaken. 
Bleached yds. | Total 982,705 | 828,988 
-—e ’ Ps i sant , 4 ERCIAL SERVICE 
Great Britain 673,041 478,707 = 
Holland 244,834 268,099 The Bank has over 350 Branches - Africa, and Agents and Corre- 
: 6 h h he World. e closest touch with Trad d 
h India 21,624 28,696 se oa pra codename with special attention to ech 
. cial and Credit Intelligence. This service is available to Exporters, 
4 Printed oe «yas. | Total «cc .-- | 1,983,855 | 1,196,230 Importers, and others wishing to develop trade between South and 
Great Britain 1,643,863 746,779 East Africa, the United States of America and the Continent of Europe. 
Holland 528,652 428,368 i | 
iS The STANDARD BANK MONTHLY REVIEW is sent post free on application. 
0 Dyed yds Total 1.980.506 | 1.919.265 It gives the latest information on all Scuth and East African matters of 
¥ eee . eee . ne + 3° + | i 
n Great Britain | 592,318 | 678,169 aa 
- ge conan kane BERTRAM LOWNDES, London Manager. 
40, i > 
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FOREIGN. 








BRAZIL. 





COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS IN THE STATE 
OF ALAGOAS. 
(From the British Vice-Consul.) 


PERNAMBUCO. 

There was a slight improvement in the general trade of 
the State last year over that of 1926, especially in the 
second half of the year, when the sugar crop started and 
money was easier. Several co-operative banks were 
founded in some of the interior towns and one in the capital, 
intended especially to help agriculturists, by enabling 
them to hold their produce until a favourable occasion for 
disposing of it. 

The Sugar Defence Committee, headed by the Bank of 
Brazil, continued to sustain the price of sugar. This 
action was favoured by the natural course of supply and 
demand as the crop in the State was far smaller than was 
expected. Four of the smaller sugar factories could not, 
after the previous year’s losses, continue operations and 
three of them were taken over by another concern, while 
the fourth was closed down. 


FINANCIAL POSITION. 


The position of the State during the first half of the year 
continued precarious, but with the economies made and 
the beginning of the flow of exports conditions rapidly 
improved. A loan from the Bank of Brazil was repaid 
and remittances to London on account of the State’s 
Foreign Debt were made. ‘Taxes were again increased for 
general purposes, and for the special one of liquidating the 
French Debt. 


TRADE AND SHIPPING. 


There was a small increase in imports as compared with 
1926, the United States occupying, as regards actual 
tonnage, the first place again, with the United Kingdom 
second. Of goods from the latter, 8,800 tons of the total 
of 10,570 tons were patent fuel, so that the general cargo 
was small. Owing to the action of the Sugar Defence 
Committee a certain amount of sugar had to be exported 
out of the country, so that that item showed a fair increase. 
The maize crop was good, but all of it was shipped to 
Brazilian ports, while all cotton was consumed by local 
mills. The prevailing drought reduced the expected pro- 
duction of the three seed farms. 

Of the 79 vessels entering Taragua, Port of Maceid, 
during last year, 55 were of British nationality, 14 were 
German and only 4 American, 25 of the British vessels 
coming from the United States. Of the 26 leaving the 
port, 19 were British, of which 13 were destined for the 
United States. 


GROWTH OF ROAD TRANSPORT. 


Owing to the extension of roads (to 1,556 kilometres) and 
to the continued inefficiency of railway transport and its 
high cost, the carriage of goods to and from the interior 
towns by motor lorries has greatly increased, as has also 
the carriage of passengers by motor omnibuses, of which 
there were eight running last year between Maceié and 
various inland towns, when in 1926 there were only three. 





CHINA. 





TRADE SITUATION AT SHANGHAT. 


(From the British Commercial Secretary.) 


SHANGHAI. 

The political situation throughout June is not sufficiently 
stable to justify any general return of confidence, and 
business with North China has been greatly restricted owing 
to the civil war in that area. The ‘“‘ Dragon Boat Festival,” 
one of the chief settlement days in Chinese commercial 
circles, also resulted in the interruption of business during 
some days pending the balancing of accounts. Both 
import and export merchants report that the market has 
been inactive and that the volume of orders placed has been 
small. 

Undoubtedly, however, there is a distinctly more 
optimistic feeling among the Chinese trading community, 
and the belief is frequently expressed that the long-delayed 
trade revival should shortly begin to materialise. This 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued, 





optimism is not so conspicuous among foreign merchants 
but all are agreed that with the termination of hostilitie, 
in the North a slow but steady improvement may |, 
expected. 

A good deal of attention has been directed to the py. 
ceedings of a conference of the leading Chinese banke. 
merchants and industrialists from various parts of the 
country which met recently at Shanghai and discusgeq 
with representatives of the Government many problem, 
such as currency reform, national indebtedness, taxation, 
disbandment of surplus troops and reconstruction work 
generally. Numerous resolutions were passed on_ thes 
and other topics, and although there is certain to be a wide 
gap between promise and fulfilment, this conference has 
at least done something to encourage the belief that the 
Nationalist Government recognises the absolute necessity 
of winning the confidence and support of the banking and 
commercial classes. 

One indication of the hopes founded on this rapprochemen 
between the Government and the financial interests has 
been a considerable advance in the market for Chinese 
domestic and foreign securities, the loan issued on the 
security of the 2} per cent. Customs surtax being par. 
ticularly popular. 


MARKET CONDITIONS. 


In the piece-goods trade June is usually a quiet month, 
as it marks the end of the white shirting and spring fancies 
season and is a little early for business in such cloths as 
Italians, Venetians and twills. Clearances for the Yangtse 
ports have been moderately good, and while few shipments 
have been going North, stocks at Tientsin are reported 
to be low and a brisk demand is expected as soon as 
conditions have settled down. 

In the metals market very few orders have been placed, 
home prices being at present too high to attract local 
buyers, and in most other lines of imports no developments 
of any particular interest have been noticed. 

As regards exports, the tea season is now in full swing, 
but merchants report that the quality is as a rule below the 
average and that for the better-class teas available prices 
have been raised to an absurd level. The Russian market 
has, as usual, taken large quantities and substantial orders 
are being filled for North African ports, but on the whole 
merchants appear to regard the season as being thoroughly 
unsatisfactory. The silk market has been dull, and the 
same remark applies to China produce generally. 


IMPROVED CustToMsS REVENUES. 


The returns of Customs revenues collected at Shanghai 
during the first six months of 1928 show a substantial 
improvement over the corresponding period of last year, 
amounting to some 15 million Haikwan taels as against 
134 million Hk. taels. The increase is shown mainly in 
respect of import duty. 


THE ANTI-JAPANESE Boycort. 


Opinions are somewhat conflicting as to the extent to 
which the boycott of Japanese trade, proclaimed as 4 
protest against Japanese action in Shantung, has proved 
effective, but the general impression is that the movement 
is steadily subsiding—at all events, in this part of China— 
and the native business community express the view that 
the agitation is not supported with much real enthusiasm 
and that it is not likely to survive for any length of time. 

While the Chinese appear to show a certain preference 
for vessels of other nationalities there has been nothmg 
in the nature of a rigid boycott of Japanese ships, except 
possibly at one or two Southern ports, and although there 
has certainly been a considerable falling off in their imports 
of certain goods, notably sugar, this is believed to be 
attributable to some extent to other conditions affecting 
the market and not entirely to the boycott. 


THE LABOUR SITUATION. 


The local authorities have recently been devoting 4 
certain amount of attention to the collection of intor- 
mation regarding the wages of factory workers in this 
district and have been distributing questionnaires to all 
the more important industrial establishments, both Chinesé 
and foreign, with a view to the compilation of a Wage 
Index. A good many British and Japanese factory owners 
have supplied particulars of their rates of wages, and the 
Employers’ Federation (an international body repre- 
sentative of foreign employers) has shown its readiness t0 
co-operate with the Chinese in the collection of the desired 
information. 
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be TAXATION. DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE. 
Ms One of the points on which the economic conference y _ following table shows the distribution of trade during 
ferred to in @ previous paragraph laid special stress was ay a6 — 
he pro. § te urgent necessity of regularising and reducing the burden adits | ; ~ To 
anker § taxation on trade, and there can be no question as to ountry. | mports. )xports. 
of the the urgency of this problem. An instructive object-lesson 
SCusged f°! the way in which a flourishing trade can be strangled ge 
-oblem, | by excessive taxation has just been afforded by the local Germany ... 634,455 | 396,709 
xation authorities in. their efforts to impose an “inspection fee Austria 136,626 274,162 
, work on certain shipments from this port, viz., animal casings, Great Britain 77,014 107,706 
these which are shipped in large quantities to Europe and the Hungary ... 60,522 111,306 
a wide § United States for use in the manufacture of sausages. Poland 106,483 64,319 
ce has | taking as @ pretext the fact that the United States Govern- Me seine States 88,523 17,296 
at the pment had introduced regulations (since rescinded) requiring 1 oT —— - 67,969 
cean; ® TE that casings imported into that country should be accom- ary o_o 55,276 
Ssity Sak iake Se Snisiehl’ toe Gnd, Seed horiti f Jugo-Slavia 30,116 69,742 
ng and panied by a certificate issued by t 6 hea th authorities o Daaiaan 74.193 22208 
the country of origin, the Kiangsu Government established Switzerland 40,914 49,529 
tides an Inspection Bureau ”’ at Shanghai, and announced that British India 49,971 18,581 
pre “ri afee of 50 ticals per barrel (approximately 10 per cent. Argentina 30,538 13,755 
"hieid wl valorem) would in future be levied on all such cargo Sweden 23,004 19,428 
ba the shipped from here to any destination. It need hardly be — . anes o> 
p si said that the “ inspection ’’ was a mere formality, the only te sg * yt yee 
. real purpose of the Bureau being the collection of fees. Egypt 21.9 49 83.579 
The results cannot, however, have been very gratifying 
to those responsible for the scheme, for although the fee . 
nonth, | was reduced first to 25 ticals and finally to 12} ticals per 
antiie barrel, the trade was brought practically to a standstill, ESTONIA. 
ths as § the value of exports of animal casings from Shanghai during 
ingtse > a quarter of ” ~~ a to only 29,017 FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-JUNE. 
ments § Hk. tls., as compared with 2,918,585 Hk. tls. in the cor- = , , 
we responding period of last year. Unfortunately, however, ; The ce yey Mate a . Reval Nl "e ts that, arty ys? 
on ag | such lessons produce little effect on the Chinese official at ach | —s Raa iowe’ q poperrtee sl sama 7 wth 
mind, and there is reason to fear that attempts may be ee: a en res "lh 503 980 k shpane? wowace 
laced made to introduce similar “ inspection ”’ offices for other fe "1g om pre senna? agtir A “hn : — ah — 
, § trades of much greater importance. ple erage ty “gat e chief imports (by value) were : 
local Foodstuffs (25-6 per cent.), raw cotton (12-3 per cent.), 
nents machinery and vehicles (12-1 per cent.) and textiles (10-3 
REGISTRATION OF TRADE MARKS. per cent.). The principal exports were dairy products 
vi Considerable difficulties have been created by the decision (mainly butter) and meat (33-8 per cent.), timber and wood 
w the F of the Nanking Government to establish a Bureau for the manufactures (25-8 per cent.) and textiles (10 per cent.). 
TCS F registration of trade marks and to require that all marks The principal contributors of mmports were Germany 
arket already recorded in Peking must be re-registered at Nanking. (24: i per cent.), the United States (24 per cent.) and Gre at 
rders This question has since given occasion to much discussion Britain (8-8 _ cent. ). _ The chief buyers of E svonien 
FUR Tt litem. then: Ctsdeaine centiennttien adh then Cmieuion Body, exports were Great Britain (49-8 per cent.) and Germany 
en who have repeatedly called attention to the confusion that (15-3 per cent.). : 
must inevitably result from a system of dual registration. First Hatr-YEAR’s TRADE. 
As the Bureau in Peking has now been taken over by the Imports and exports during the first six months of the 
Nationalist Government, it is hoped that the difficulty may . current year were valued as follows :— 
shortly be solved, but, for the time being, British trade- 
ghai — mark owners are being advised to refrain from registering Month. Imports. | Exports. 
ntial § their marks. 
yar, 
ulnst Krons. Krons. 
7 i January 8,541,240 8,203,778 
ns CZECHOSLOVAKIA. February 7,167,009 7,436,812 
March 11,216,710 7,885,623 
' April 10,567,081 8,233,271 
FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-—JULY. May 10,464,838 | 11,569,614 
vs ies va) June 11,503,980 | 13,143,953 
pine fhe British Commercial Secretary at Prague reports - 
wie that according to provisional figures recently issued by Total 59,460,858 | 56,472,960 
ent | te State Statistics Office, imports and exports during 
aad duly were valued at 1,664,175,000 Czech crowns, and These figures show a net debit balance of 2,987,898 krons, 
hat ,554,466,000 crs., as compared with 1,326,791,000 crs. mainly due to the adverse trade of March and April. 
ie ” x. 398,226,000 crs. respectively in July, 1927. During During the summer months the bulk of Estonian butter 
" vo Pann seca of the current year the respective exports is transferred from Germany to Great Britain, 
nee | as joe piney - en og Crs. “me 11,340,167,000 crs., which accounts for the drop in the total exports to Ger- 
ing > Aaa » doe ails seemed Posen is lag aged CTS. many and the rise in those to Great Britain. The latter 
opt | th ca ively m the period January—vuly, 7. though also takes a large proportion of the total timber export. 
ade balance for July was an adverse one to the extent 
ere | of 109,709,000 ers., a favourable one of 661,109,000 crs. IMPORTS AND Exports IN JUNE. 
rts | is recorded for the first seven months of the current year. The values of the principal commodities traded in during 
be The following table gives the values of the chief trading June are given as follows :— 
ing | commodities during the period under review :— j 
Commodity. Imports. Exports. 
July. Jan.—July. 

a Commodity. . Thou. Per Thou. Per 
ore K 3 y krons, cent. krons. cent. 
site Imports. | Exports. | Imports. | Exports. Cereals, flour, potatoes | 1,326 11-3 698 5:3 
all | —— . Dairy products, meat ... 31 0-3 4,439 33°8 

, Hides, skins, leather 
50 Thou. ers. Thou. ers. shoes ... oo dike 558 4-8 389 3:0 
ge § Live animals 60,792 §,225 418,311 30,681 Wood and wood manu- 
rs | Foodstuffs and factures =e 118 1-0 | 3,389 | 25-8 
he beverages ... 258,964 213,466 | 1,919,784 | 1,594,344 Paper and printed matter 235 2-0 946 7-2 
"0 Raw materials 855,837 270,045 | 5,303,851 | 2,041,268 Textile raw materials ... 1,413 12-3 299 2-3 
to Finished goods 487,187 | 1,064,558 | 3,026,640 | 7,658,680 Textile goods 1,182 10-3 1,312 10-0 
ad Precious metals Metals ae 497 4°3 528 4-0 

and coins ... 1,395 1,172 10,472 15,194 Metal manufactures 930 8-1 8 — 
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DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE IN JUNE. 


The shares of the leading countries trading with Estonia 


during June are shown in the following table :— 


























Country. Imports. Exports. 

Thou. Per Thou. Per 

krons. cent. krons. cent. 
Belgium 202 1-8 151 1-1 
Holland ... 117 1-0 797 6-1 
Great Britain 1,115 8-8 6,551 49-8 
Latvia 376 3°3 505 3°8 
Soviet Union 385 3°3 293 2-3 
France ... 391 3°4 102 0-8 
Sweden ... 586 5-1] 598 4-5 
Germany 2,846 24-7 2,001 15-3 
Finland ... 251 2-2 775 5-9 
Denmark sue 319 2-7 234 1-8 
United States ... 2,755 24-0 407 3-1 
Other countries... 1,486 12-9 634 4-8 

POLAND. 





FOREIGN TRADE IN JUNE. 


(From the British Commercial Secretary.) 


Warsaw. 
The total value of imports and exports in June last 
was 296,470,000 zloty (£6,674,000) and 191,961,000 l. 
(£4,425,000) respectively, an excess of the former over the 
latter of 104,509,000 zl. (£2,249,000). 
The following table shows the values of the chief imports 
and exports during the month under review :— 





Commodity. 





Imports. 





Exports. 





Foodstuffs 
Live stock 
Animal products 


Timber and wooden materials 


Minerals not separately specified and manu- 


factures 


Combustibles, asphalt, crude oil, etc. 
Inorganic chemical materials and products 


Organic chemical materials and products ... 


Metals and metal products ... 
Machines and apparatus 


Vehicles 


Textile goods and raw materials 


83,102 
185 
22,676 
1,732 


8,554 
1,440 
7,708 
10,968 
19,369 
21,628 
10,189 
63,208 








Thou. zloty. 


38,673 
16,920 

3,714 
46,097 


386 
44,281 
2,015 
1,738 
21,097 
497 

15 
10,504 











UNITED STATES. 


TRADE AND INDUSTRY IN SIXTH FEDERAL 
RESERVE DISTRICT. 
(from the British Consul.) 


ATLANTA. 
The following statement has been compiled from the 
monthly reviews issued by the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Atlanta, covering conditions during the second quarter of 
1928 in some branches of trade and industry in the Sixth 
Federal Reserve District, which comprises the States of 
Georgia, Alabama and Florida, the eastern half of Tennessee 
and the southern half of Mississippi and Louisiana :— 


MontTHLy INDEX NUMBERS FOR THE DIsTRICT. 
(Average monthly numbers for 1923-25 = 100.) 

















1928 1927. 
Movement. 

Apr. | May. | June.| Apr. | May. | June. 

Retail trade (de- 
partment stores) | 102-0} 114-0/ 99-6] 109-0] 108-0] 99-0 
Wholesale trade ... 81-7} 84-5] 77-5] 89-6] 87-1 83-4 
Building permits... | 74-:0/123-9| 71-5|)118-2| 84-3] 75-6 

Consumption of 

cotton in cotton- 
growing States 113-5| 126-6) 112-2| 128-0/ 1380-6] 1385-8 

Production of pig- 
iron in Alabama | 85-9/ 89-2/ 86-4/108-3!/107-8/] 94-8 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued, 





Retail trade has shown the usual seasonal decrease anj 
the same applies to the wholesale trade; the index numbe, 
of the latter for June being the lowest since July, 1999 
Building permits in May showed an increase Owing to the 
large total issued at Atlanta, which included a Shrine,’ 
mosque to cost nearly two million dollars, additions tp 
schools and other large projects. The consumption 6 
cotton in the cotton-growing States and the production of 
pig iron in Alabama both show a marked decline as com. 
pared with the corresponding period of last year. 








Minerals and Metals. 
CANADA. 





PRODUCTION OF GOLD IN 1927. 
(From the High Commissioner for Canada in London.) 


According to revised figures issued by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics at Ottawa, Canada’s gold production 
in 1927 again established a new high record with a total 
of 1,852,785 fine ozs., which, valued at the standard rate 
of 20-671834 dols. per fine 0z., was worth 38,300,464 dols,, 
as against the 1926 production of 1,754,228 fine ozs., worth 
36,263,110 dols. 

Production from Nova Scotia mines at 3,151 fine ozs, 
was nearly double that of 1926. The Quebec output oj 
8,331 fine ozs. showed an increase of over 100 per cent, 
Ontario produced 1,627,050 fine ozs. in 1927 as against 
1,497,215 ozs. in 1926. Manitoba production at 182 fine ozs, 
was about the same as in the previous year. British 
Columbia’s output at 183,094 fine ozs. decreased 19 per 
cent. from the production of 1926. 





THE NICKEL-COPPER INDUSTRY IN 1927. 


(From the High Commissioner for Canada in London.) 


During 1927 the nickel-copper industry produced 
1,305,917 tons of ore containing 27,564 tons of copper and 
43,574 tons of nickel. The smelters treated 1,350,214 tons 
of ore and concentrates and produced 81,848 tons of matte, 
which contained 51,937,215 lbs. of copper and 79,246,144 lbs. 
of nickel. Shipments of matte to the Canadian refinery 
amounted to 39,942 tons and export shipments to Great 
Britain and the United States for refining totalled 35,541 
tons. 

Capital employed in this industry amounted to 69,436,704 
dollars, of which 38,893,815 dollars was invested in lands, 
buildings, plant, machinery and tools at the mines and 
17,954,652 dols. at the smelters; cost of materials and 
stocks on hand at the mines, smelters and refinery totalled 
6,789,455 dols., and cash, trading and operating accounts 
and bills receivable amounted to 5,798,782 dols. 





GERMANY. 


THE SOUTH GERMAN COAL MARKET. 


(From the British Consul-General. ) 
MUNICH. 

The sale of Ruhr coal for industrial purposes in South 
Germany has recently suffered a set-back, reports the 
‘**Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten.’’ It appears that the 
requirements of the textile industry, which has to face 
serious French-Alsatian and Czechoslovak competition, 
are much smaller than hitherto. The metal industry, t00, 
is using less coal than before, but on the other hand, the 
tile works, at present fully employed, and the automobile 
industry are still good customers. 

The reduced demand is, however, to some extent helped 
out by the increasing requirements of undertakings gener- 
ally worked by water-power, which, as in the case of the 
larger electrical works, are forced to use coal owing to the 
present shortage of water. This shortage has also led to 4 
stabilisation of coal freights in the open market. 

British coal is being used in increasing quantities, being 
imported chiefly by South German municipal gasworks 10 
Wiirttemberg and Bavaria. It is about 4 marks cheaper 
per ton c.i.f. than the same quality German gas coal. The 
extent to which the Polish coal dumping policy has suc- 
ceeded in driving out Upper Silesian coal becomes evident 
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MINERALS AND METALS—Continued. 





when it is realised that Polish coal has already found its 
way to the Palatinate and this, too, in face of the lower 
freights on Saar coal, which, on its side, is seeking a market 
in Bavaria. ‘Thus, there is the strange spectacle of coal 
trains from East to West and vice versa crossing one another. 

In addition to British coal, Dutch coal is also finding its 
way to South Germany, though British gas coal competes 
severely with it. In the last few weeks, especially, states 
the journal quoted above, British coal has been largely 
bought, since the export premium of the British selling 
trust makes considerable savings possible. The new 
British subvention plans for coal freights should, too, have 

t effect on the sales of German coal, especially in the 
Scandinavian markets, and must greatly strengthen the 
position of the British coal industry in its quota demands 
in the case of the formation of any international syndicate 
or of a division of the markets. 

Few changes of any importance have taken place in the 
Saar coal market, the danger of a coal strike having been 
avoided. 

The coke trade in South Germany is in a state of stagna- 
tion, since the summer rebate is no longer so large as hitherto, 
and is only valid for August. The lignite industry was 
recently so active that Rhenish lignite briquettes are sold 
out for the present. As far as foreign coal is concerned, a 
further fall in the volume of water in the Rhine should mean 
relatively increased freights, so that should this condition 
arise, prices of foreign coal may be expected to approximate 
more closely to Ruhr coal prices. 


en > ——— — 


Crops. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per 
owt. of 112 Imperial pounds* as received from the Inspectors 
of Corn Returns in the week ended 25th August, 1928, pur- 
_ to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the Corn Sales 

ct, 1921 :— 





Average Price per cwt. 








Period. 

Wheat, | Barley. | Oats. 
s. d. gs. d. s. d 
Week ended 25th August, 1928 9 9 14 0 9 4 

Corresponding week in— 
1924 oe _ oe 12 1l 14 3 9 3 
1925 cee nee ove a 4 13 10 9 Il 
1926 eos ove occ 12 6 13 10 9 0 
1927 eee eee 200 12 5 13 6 9 10 

















* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by Section (2) of the 
Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides that in the weekly summary of quantities and 
es each sort of British Corn shal] be computed with reference to the 
undredweight of one bundred and twelve Imperial standard pounds. 





BRAZIL. 


BAHTA COCOA CROP. 


The British Consul at Bahia reports that the approximate 
amount of the coming cocoa crop may be estimated at 
about 650,000 bags of 60 kilogs., as compared with over 
800,000 bags in the past crop of 1927-28. The flowering 
for the month of May was practically a failure, but the 
June and July flowering was normal. 





GOLD COAST COLONY. 





COCOA CROP PROSPECTS. 


The Director of the Gold Coast Government Commercial 
Intelligence Bureau in London has forwarded the following 
information regarding the cocoa crop of the Colony from 
the Director of Agriculture, Accra :— 

In Eastern Province (mid-season crop), fair quantities 
of moderately good beans have been available in Nsawam, 
Suhum, Adeiso and Mangoase. Lesser quantities were 
offering in the Koforidua area and came mostly from the 








CROPS—Continued. 





Densu Valley. The total quantity harvested compares 
favourably with yields for the same period of last year. 
In Central Province (mid-season crop), small quantities 
have continued to come in during the month, and quality 
shows slight improvement. There has been less rain and, 
consequently, more opportunities for drying beans. The 
Western Province mid-season crop continues to dribble 
in, but is of poor quality, due to climatic conditions. 
Floods in some parts have prevented the crop being brought 
to market. Slight improvement in quality of small lots 
of the Ashanti mid-season crop has been recorded. Main- 
crop prospects are good; but it is still too early in face of 
the many factors to be considered to express an opinion 
as to the yield to be expected. 

Reports on the main crop generally state that pods have 
set well in most localities and are making satisfactory 
progress, thus prospects are good. 





a> 
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Commercial Treaties and 
Arrangements. 





IRAQ—PERSIA. 





EXCHANGE OF NOTES. 


The Board of Trade are informed that, under a temporary 
arrangement contained in notes dated the 23rd May and 
the 3rd June, 1928, Persian goods imported into Iraq and 
Iraqi goods imported into Persia will, until the Ist January, 
1929, be accorded most-favoured-nation treatment on 
condition of reciprocity. 





PERSIA—CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 


PROVISIONAL AGREEMENT. 


H.M. Minister at Teheran has forwarded the text of a 
new Provisional Agreement between Persia and Czecho- 
slovakia (see in this connection the Notices in the “‘ Journal ”’ 
of the 19th July, page 83, and of the 23rd August, page 251). 


‘ The Agreement which was concluded on the 17th June, is 


subject to ratification and is to remain in force until the 
10th May, 1929. 

The purpose of the Agreement is to regulate the commer- 
cial relations between the parties, pending the conclusion of 
a definitive commercial treaty. 

Czechoslovakian goods in Persia and Persian goods in 
Czechoslovakia are to enjoy most-favoured-nation treat- 
ment. Similar treatment is also to be accorded in respect 
of diplomatic and consular relations, and the establishment 
of the nationals of one party in the territories of the other. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


IMPORTATION INTO GREAT BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND OF BONA FIDE 
TRADE SAMPLES OF CINEMATOGRAPH 
FILMS BY SAMPLE POST. 


The Commissioners of Customs and Excise renew atten- 
tion to the fact that the importation of cinematograph 
films by Imperial and Foreign Letter, Printed Paper, Com- 
mercial Paper or Sample Post, or by post from the Channel 
Islands, except by Parcel Post, is prohibited. Arrange- 
ments have, however, been made, with the consent of the 
Postmaster-General, for small packets containing bona fide 
trade samples of positive and negative cinematograph 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





films to be imported by sample post from places abroad 
on and after Ist September, 1928, subject to the foilowing 
conditions :— 


1. Only bona fide sample pieces of positive or negative 
cinematograph film intended to demonstrate to the 
customer the action of individual scenes and consisting of 
cuttings, not exceeding 160 feet in length, from dev loped 
films will be admitted. 


2. The Post Office Regulations regarding the Imperial 
and Foreign Sample Post must be strictly complied with. 


3. Each packet must bear the full name and address of 
the addressee, be addressed ‘‘ C/o The Officer of Customs 
and Excise, Mount Pleasant Depét, General Post Office, 
London, E.C.,’’ and bear a statement (1) that the films are 
bona fide trade samples and (2) giving the description and 
length of the films. A white label bearing the word 
‘Films’ in plain black letters must be affixed to each 
packet. 


4. A Post Office fee for clearance through the Customs 
will be charged on each packet, and this fee, together with 
the duty, will be collected on delivery. The Post Office 
fee is 6d. per packet. 


NotEe.—Cinematograph films imported by the Sample 
Post otherwise than in accordance with the provisions of 
this Notice or by other prohibited post will be liable to 
forfeiture. 


Custom House, London, E.C. 3. 
August, 1928. 
Notice No. 182. 





AUSTRALIA. 





CONSOLIDATED CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of the Consoli- 
dated Customs Tariff, 1921-28 (with index) at present in 
operation in the Commonwealth of Australia. 


The Tariff incorporates the Customs Tariff, 1921 (Act 
No. 25 of 1921) and all subsequent amendments thereto, 
including those provided for in Act No. 2 of 1928. 


Copy of the Tariff may be consulted by persons inte- 
rested on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. The Department 
will also be prepared, in response to written applications 
from British manufacturers and traders, to furnish infor- 
mation as to the rates of duty leviable on any particular 
class or classes of goods specified in the Tariff. 





BRITISH INDIA. 





TARIFF BOARD ENQUIRY AS TO GRANT OF 
PROTECTION TO CERTAIN CHEMICALS. 


With reference to the notice published under the above 
heading on p. 218 of the issue of this “‘ Journal” of 16th 
August, a telegram has been received from H.M. Trade 
Commissioner at Calcutta, stating that the representations 
of all firms or persons interested who desire that their 
views should be considered should reach the Secretary to 
the Tariff Board, 1, Council House Street, Calcutta, not 
later than the Ist October. 





CYPRUS. 


FREE IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN SKINS. 


Order No. 518, dated 6th August, 1928, provides that, 
subject to the undermentioned conditions, the following 
goods shall be admitted into Cyprus free of Customs duty, 
namely :— 


Skins imported into Cyprus which, in the opinion of the 
Principal Officer of Customs of the place of importation, 
have been imported for the purpose only of being used for 
tanning and for subsequent re-exportation, when tanned, 
within six months from the date of importation. Provided 
that on all such skins, Customs import duty at the rate in 
force for the time being shall be paid on deposit, and that 
such deposit shall be refunded on all such tanned skins 


| 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continueg. 





FIJI. 





CUSTOMS DUTY ON SALTED OR PRESERVE) 
BEEF. 


Proclamation No. 13 of 1928, dated 16th July, 1928, 
provides that the Customs duty leviable under Ordinangs 
No. 17 of 1925, on salted or preserved beef shall be levied, 
as from 23rd July, 1928, for a period of twenty-four months, 
on the following descriptions of such beef, namely :— 

‘* Corned beef, roast beef, boiled beef and tongues packed 
in 1 lb., 14 lb. and 2 lb. tins, and salted and corned bee 
packed in kegs, casks and similar containers.” 


The duty leviable on salted or preserved beef ig ag 
follows :— 

Under the British Preferential Tarift ..»perlb. 24, 

Under the General Tariff... see joe . an 





IRISH FREE STATE. 





FINANCE ACT, 1928: CUSTOMS AMENDMENTS. 

The Finance Act, 1928 (No. 11 of 1928), of the Irish Free 
State, which has recently been passed, embodies the pro. 
posals for the amendment of certain items of the Customs 


Tariff, particulars of which were published in the issues of 
this “‘ Journal ’”’ of 10th May, 3lst May and Sth July. 





UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 





CONSOLIDATED CUSTOMS TARIFF 
SCHEDULES. 


A copy of the Consolidated Schedules of the Customs 
Tariff of the Union of South Africa, as enacted by Act 
No. 36 of 1925 and amended by Acts No. 34 of 1926, No. 24 
of 1927 and No. 19 of 1928, has been received from the 
High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa. 

This revised edition of the Customs Tariff is issued by the 
Department of Customs and Excise, Pretoria, and shows 
the rates of duty at present in operation in the Union of 
South Africa, together with the preferential rebates of duty 
granted to products and manufactures of the United 
Kingdom, Canada and New Zealand. 

Copy of the Tariff may be consulted by persons interested 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 30, 
Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. The Department will 
also be prepared, in response to written applications from 
British manufacturers and traders, to furnish information 
as to the rates of duty leviable on any particular class or 
classes of goods specified in the Tariff. 


FOREIGN. 





BELGIAN CONGO. 


PRODUCTION, IMPORT AND SALE OF MILK. 
An Order dated 9th June, published in the “ Bulletin 





re-exported within six months. 


Administratif ’’ of 10th June, suspends the application ot 
Articles 5, 6, 7, 16 and 17 of the Order of 31st August, 1927 
(which laid down regulations concerning trade in milk, 
until Ist January, 1929, so far as the Articles mentioned 
relate to the form and wording of the labels. Articles 
16 and 17 relate to condensed and other preserved milk. 

A copy of the Order of 3lst August, 1927, may be seen 
by British traders interested on application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. 





FRANCE. 





IMPORTATION OF GERMAN DYESTUFFS, 
ETC. 
The following is a translation of a ‘‘ Notice to Importers,” 


regarding the importation into France of German dyestufis 
and synthetic pharmaceutical chemical products, which 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





was published in the French “ Journal Officiel ”’ for 15th 


August, 1928 :— 

The London Agreements fixed 15th August, 1928, as the latest 
date for orders for dyestufis and synthetic pharmaceutical 
chemical products which may be imported from Germany on 
reparation account under the conditions laid down by Article 2 
of the Law of 7th November, 1919, i.e., free of Customs duty. * 

Further, in accordance with the provisions of the Protocol 
of Signature to the Franco-German Commercial Agreement of 
17th August, 1927 (ad Article 12), dyestuffs and other synthetic 
chemical products enumerated in the Protocol, the import of 
which, in excess of the quantities admitted on reparation account, 
has hitherto been subject to import licence requirement, will 
be freed from that requirement as from the 16th August, and 
may be imported under the current Tariff conditions without 
being accompanied by an import licence, 

As a result of these provisions in combination, dyestuffs 
and chemical products, the import of which has hitherto been 
subject to the provisions of Article 2 of the Law of 7th November, 
1919, may, as from 16th August, 1928, be freely imported into 
France on payment of the ‘“‘ Minimum ”’ rates of duty of the 
Tariff in force. 

In forwarding a copy of the Notification of which a 
translation is given above, H.M. Representative at Paris 
reports that, in a Circular of the Director-General of Customs, 
which has appeared in the “ Bulletin Douanier”’ it is 
stated that, by agreement with the ‘“ Office des Produits 
Chimiques et Pharmaceutiques,’’ German chemical products 
and dyestuffs, which are proved to have been ordered as 
reparations in kind before 16th August, shall still benefit 
by the provisions of the Law of 7th November, 1919, and 
enter France free of duty. Such products, however, must 
be imported within six months as from 20th August, and no 
import licence will be valid after that date. 





ITALY. 





DUTY-FREE IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN 
MATERIALS. 


The Italian ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale’? (Rome) for 17th 
August contains a Decree-Law dated 3rd August which 
provides that residues from the distillation of mineral oils 
(petroline and gas oil) imported for use in the manufacture 
of preparations against plant and fruit parasites, may be 
admitted duty-free to an amount of 500 quintals (50,000 
kilogs.) per annum, subject to compliance with conditions 
iaid down by the Minister of Finance. 

A further Royal Decree Law of the same date adds the 
following Note to Tariff No. 769 :—‘‘ Xanthogenate of 
potassium, to be used in the flotation separation process for 
lead and zinc, may be exempted from Customs duty and 
from the surtax on spirit contained therein or used in its 
manufacture, subject to compliance with conditions laid 
down by the Minister of Finance.” 


ee ee ee 


EXPORT OF OXHIDES, ETC., AND 
CALFSKINS. 


A Royal Decree-Law of the 3rd August, published in the 
“Gazzetta Ufficiale ’’ for the 17th August, fixes the quan- 
tity of ox and cow hides and calfskins which may be exported 
from Italy during 1928 at the following amounts :— 

Ox and cow hides, raw 30,000 metric tons. 
Calfskins, raw... 6,000 si, ~ 





TARIFF TREATMENT OF HAM IN TINS. 


In virtue of a Royal Decree-Law of the 3rd August, 
published in the ‘‘ Gazetta Ufficiale ’’ for the 17th August, 
preserved ham in tins, which was formerly classed under 
Tariff No. 20 (b) 2 (duty, 15 lire gold per quintal), is now 
classed under Tariff No. 20 (6) 1 (duty, 25 lire gold per 
qguintal). 








* Article 2 of the Law of the 7th November, 1919, provided 
as follows :— 

Colouring materials, chemical pharmaceutical products, and 
other products coming into France as the result of the levy 
imposed on Germany by the Peace Treaty (Annex VI. of the 
Clauses relating to Reparations) shall be admitted into France 
free of all Customs duties. These products shall be distributed 
under Government control. 

Until otherwise decided, licences must be obtained before any 
such colouring materials, chemical pharmaceutical products, etc., 
from Germany in excess of the levy imposed by the above- 
mentioned provisions of the Treaty of Peace, can be imported. 
With this reservation, their importation shall be effected under 
the conditions laid down in the Tariff. 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





“ TEMPORARY ” IMPORTATION AND 
EXPORTATION ; DRAWBACK. 


The ‘Gazzetta Ufficiale’? (Rome) for 17th August 
publishes a Decree-Law, No. 1829, dated 3rd August, 
which adds the following to the list of goods which may be 
imported into Italy duty-free under the ‘“‘ temporary im- 
portation ”’ régime :— 

Cotton thread and net for the manufacture of hand-made 
lace (merletti) (concession valid up to 3lst July, 1930). 
The Minister of Finance reserves the right to determine the 
kind of cotton thread and net which may be imported for 
this purpose. 

Cotton cord for the manufacture of “ tortiglia”’ tissue 
for pneumatic cord tyres (concession valid to 3lst July, 
1929), 

Temporary duty-free importation privileges are extended 
for the following goods :— 

Lead pigs or scrap for the manufacture of (a) thread, 
tubes, foil not more than 2 mm. thick, (6) sheets and strips 
of any thickness, (c) shot (concession valid to 3lst July, 
1930). 

Tanned pelts and peltry for dyeing or further working 
(concession valid to 3lst July, 1933). 

Sulphate of magnesia for a new contingent of 200,000 
quintals, for the manufacture of artificial silk (concession 
valid to 3lst December, 1928). 

Artificial silk thread measuring 60,000 metres or less to 
the half-kilogramme, for the manufacture of mixed tissues 
and ‘‘ milanese’”’ tissues (concession valid to 30th June, 
1929). 

The temporary importation facilities for strip steel for 
the manufacture of utensils and instruments for the working 
of wood and metal is extended to strip for the manu- 
facture of thread-breaker strips for looms. 

The “temporary export ”’ facilities accorded for woollen 
hosiery material for submission to industrial process to 
render it unshrinkable are renewed to 30th July, 1930. 

A Ministerial Decree of the 28th July provides that when 
natural fruit syrups are exported, a refund may be allowed 
of the manufacturing tax (or corresponding surtax) on the 
commercial quality glucose used in their manufacture. 
The refund is subject to specified conditions. 





LITHUANIA. 





IMPORT OF PATENT MEDICINES AND 
DANGEROUS DRUGS. 


H.M. Consul at Kovno has forwarded a copy of the 
‘* Lithuanian Government Gazette’’ of 3lst July, con- 
taining a revised list of patent medicines, medicinal pre- 
parations and dangerous drugs allowed to be imported 
into Lithuania. Certain of these products may only be 
imported by recognised druggists, and in other cases 
permission to import is to expire on 30th July, 1929, unless 
otherwise ordered. 

Copy of the list may be seen by persons interested at the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. Il. 





MOROCCO (FRENCH ZONE). 





CUSTOMS REGIME OF EXPORTS VIA 
EASTERN FRONTIER. 


A Dahir, dated 5th July last, has been issued providing 
that, as from 14th July, 1928, the 5 per cent. ad valorem 
duty (fixed by the Dahir of 14th January, 1922) on goods 
imported into the French Zone of Morocco by the Algero- 
Moroccan frontier is to be applied only to goods destined 
for consumption in Eastern Morocco. The boundaries of 
this region are set out in the Dahir. 

Goods not of Moroccan origin, imported through the 
Eastern into the Western Zone, are to pay the duties applic- 
able to such goods when imported through the ports, less 
the tax paid at the Algero-Moroccan frontier, but plus the 
special tax of 24 per cent. ad valorem provided for in Art. 66 
of the General Act of Algeciras. 

The Dahir empowers the Grand Vizir to issue Decrees 
(1) specifying the points through which the Customs 
frontier between Eastern and Western Morocco will pass, 
(2) fixing the functions of the Customs offices set up on 
this frontier, (3) specifying the routes by which dutiable 
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goods coming from Eastern Morocco must be taken to 
such Customs offices to be presented and declared, and 
(4) setting up, at the limit of the two zones, a “‘ surveillance ” 
zone in which the movement and warehousing of goods 
may be subjected to certain formalities. 


A Vizirial Decree of the 5th July was issued under the 
authorisations of the above Dahir specifying the points on 
the internal Customs frontier. It nominates TJ'aza as the 
office for the collection of duties on foreign goods coming 
from Eastern Morocco and crossing the internal Customs 
frontier, such goods to be brought to the office direct either 
by rail or by the Oujda-Fez road, and to be there declared. 
In a zone within 30 kilometres to the west of the office 
dutiable goods may be moved only if accompanied by a 
document (permis de circulation) containing specified par- 
ticulars, issued by the Customs office nearest to the place of 
dispatch or loading. 


Note.—An internal Customs barrier was established at 
Taza, on a provisional basis, in 1924. The effect of the 
present Dahir and Decree appears merely to be that the 
arrangements are now placed on a more definitive and 
stabilised basis. 





PORTUGAL. 





NEW TARIFF ITEM (POWDERED GLASS). 


The “ Diario do Governo ” of 18th August publishes a 
Decree, No. 15870, dated 18th August, which raises a new 
heading (No. 129A) in the Portuguese Import Tariff to 
cover ground or powdered glass. The duty in the 
** Minimum ” Tariff is 4, ct. per kilog. and in the “‘ Maxi- 
mum ” Tariff $ ct. per kilog. 





SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE KINGDOM. 





TREATMENT OF CANADIAN GOODS. 


According to a Customs Circular, No. 29851, dated 9th 
August, goods of Canadian origin are to be accorded, as 
from 9th August, most-favoured-nation treatment on im- 
portation into the Serb-Croat-Slovene Kingdom. 





SWEDEN. 


EXPORTATION OF CERTAIN ANTIQUES 
AND CURIOS RESTRICTED. 


In virtue of a Royal Decree dated 14th June, the prohibi- 
tion on the exportation from Sweden, except under licence, 
of certain antiques and curios dating prior to 1860 (furniture 
and household utensils of wood, wall and table clocks, 
buildings and parts and fixtures of buildings), has been 
continued in force until 30th June, 1929. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





“ ANTI-BOUNTY ” DUTY ON SPUN SILK 
YARN FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


With reference to the notice at page 225 of this ‘‘ Journal ”’ 
for the 16th August, the Board of Trade have now received, 
through the Foreign Office, copy of a United States Treasury 
Decision which was signed on the 24th July, and was to be 
published on the 9th August. This Decision, which takes 
the form of a communication from the Acting Secretary of 
the Treasury to the Collector of Customs at New York, is 
in the following terms :— 


Further reference is made to your letter of 30th August, 1927 
(5135/71-5d. NB) in regard to the question whether a certain 
excess of drawback over the import duty constitutes a bounty 
in the case of certain importations of spun silk yarn from England. 

The Appraiser states that his office calculates that to produce 
one pound of spun silk varn, 3 pounds of waste silk are used; 
that the duty paid on the 3 pounds of waste silk is 3 shillings; 
and as the drawback allowed thereon is 4 shillings and 1 penny, 
his office reaches the conclusion that the excess of the drawback 
received over the duties paid appears to be for the fostering of 
the export trade. You concur in the views of the Appraiser. 
This duty is paid and this drawback allowed under the schedules 
in the British Customs and Excise Tariff. 

The Appraiser refers to the Report, dated 9th July, 1927, from 
the Assistant Customs Attaché in London, in which he verifies 
the Appraiser’s statement of facts in this case. This Attaché 
also reports that the British Customs officials interviewed 
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justified this additional allowance or excess of drawback gy}, 
stantially as follows :— 

‘Taking the ‘spun silk yarn’ as an example, when th» 
finished product appears, the original importer of the ray 
silk has suffered during the process of manufacture iosses guch 
as the spinning loss, cost of keeping account, etc., relative to 
duties paid and drawback received, interest of money so log 
and interest of money paid out for duties and whatever other 
‘losses ’ the manufacturer and shipper incurs as a direct regu} 
of being compelled to pay duty on the raw product as it comes 
into England.”’ 

and that such excess of drawback is for the purpose of meeting 
such losses in whole or in part. 

In the letter addressed to you under date of 10th February, 
1927, and circulated by the Customs Information Exchange 
under date of February 14th, 1927, as ‘“‘ C.I.E.—3689,” the 
Department reached the conclusion in a similar case that the 
seeming bounty was in effect an allowance for wastage in manu. 
facture and did not constitute a bounty within the meaning of 
Section 303 of the Tariff Act of 1922. 

In T.D. 34466 of 25th May, 1914, the Department held to bea 
bounty certain export allowances granted by the British Govern. 
ment on certain British spirits under a law which provided that 
such allowances were in consideration of the loss and hindrance 
caused by Excise regulation in the distillation and rectification 
of spirits in the United Kingdom. 

This decision was sustained by the Board of U.S. General 
Appraisers (now the U.S. Customs Court) in G.A. 7758 (T.D. 
35595); by the U.S. Court of Customs Appeals in 7 Cust. Apps. 
97 (T.D. 36426) and by the U.S. Supreme Court in 249 U.S. 34, 
The Supreme Court expressed its opinion in part as follows :— 

** There is a benefit, therefore, in exportation, an inducement 
to seek the foreign market . . . We have the fact of spirits 
able to be sold cheaper in the United States than in the place 
of their production, and this the result of an Act of Gover. 
ment, because of the destination of the spirits being a foreign 
market. For that situation Paragraph E (Section 4, Tariff 
Act of 1913) was intended to provide. What legislation some 
other situation might require or receive, we are not called upon 
to conjecture.”’ 

In our drawback payments the maximum amount which 
may be refunded in any case is 99 per cent. of the duty paid on 
the raw material, and this maximum allowance is given only 
where the waste incurred is irrecoverable or absolutely worthless 
if recoverable. If the waste incurred has a value, it is the practice 
to reduce the amount of the raw material on which the duty would 
be refunded by such quantity as is represented by the value of 
the waste. 

In the British system under consideration, the Government 
not only refunds all the import duty on the raw materia! used, 
but pays in whole or in part for the losses occurring in the 
manufacture of such raw material, while in this country the 
manufacturer himself has to bear such losses when they are not 
covered in the drawback of 99 per cent. of the import duties, or 
include them in his selling price as an item of the cost of produc- 
tion. It seems obvious, therefore, that the British manufacturer, 
by the Government aid extended him, obtains a decided and 
undue advantage over the American manufacturer in both the 
American and foreign markets. 

After further careful consideration, the Department cannot 
escape the conviction that the principle upon which the Supreme 
Court decided the British spirits case is applicable to and con- 
trolling in the case of the excess allowance of drawback in ques- 
tion, and, therefore, reverses the conclusion reached in its letter 
addressed to you under date of 10th February, 1927. 

The net amount of bounty on spun silk yarn made fiom waste 
silk, imported directly or indirectly from Great Britain, 1s 
hereby ascertained, determined, and declared as 1 shilling, | 
penny per pound, and additional duty will be collected accord- 
ingly. This additional duty will not, however, be assessed mm 
the entries referred to in your letter of 30th August, 1927, for 
the reason that importers did not have the notice of thirty days 
as given by the Department in several previous bounty cases. 
This decision will take effect thirty days after its publication 
in the weekly ‘“‘ Treasury Decisions.”’ 





ead 

Proposed Tariff Changes. 
FRANCE. 

TARIFF PROPOSALS RESPECTING PRESERVED 
FRUITS. 


The existing French Tariff provides (Tariff No. 86) that 
fruits preserved in the natural state in a sugared non- 
alcoholic liquid (fruits in syrup and the like) shall be subject 
(in addition to Customs duty) to the consumption and 
refining tax on refined sugar, assessed on the total net 
weight of the goods. 

In this connection H.M. Ambassador at Paris reports 
that a Bill has been submitted to the Chamber of Deputies 
which proposes that only 25 per cent. of the sugar con- 
sumption and refining taxes shall be levied on the total 
net weight of such fruits, instead of the full rates of these 
taxes. It is understood that the proposed measure 18 
likely to be taken into consideration by the Chamber in 
the course of the forthcoming Extraordinary Session of 
the French Legislature. 
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Government Notices. 





CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS ACT, 1927. 
FILMS REGISTERED IN THE WEEK ENDED 28Tx Avaust, 1928. 
































| ‘ate . 
Title of Film. Registered in the name of | Maker’s name. vont ae ctr oh OY 
BRITISH. : : 
Troublesome Wives Butcher’s Film Service, Ltd. ai | Archibald Nettlefold Productions 5870 Br. 1154 28 Aug. 
FOREIGN. 
Road House ... Fox Film Co., Ltd. — ... | Fox Film Corp., Inc. aint 4950 F. 1141 22 Aug. 
Two Red Roses First National Pathé Ltd. Defu Deutsche Film Unio 6222 F. 1142 22 Aug. 
Give and Take European Motion Picture Co., Ltd. | Universal Pictures Corp. ... 6263 KF. 1143 22 Aug. 
Sawdust Paradise Famous Lasky Film Service, Ltd. | Paramount Famous Lasky : 5864 I. 1144 22 Aug. 
Hot Sparks ... Famous Lasky Film Service, Ltd. | Paramount Famous Lasky Corp. 1580 F, 1145 22 Aug. 
Heart to Heart First National Pathé Ltd. First National Pictures Inc. 6054 F. 1146 22 Aug. 
The Wright Idea First National Pathé Ltd. C. C. Burr ... aie dis ale 6218 F. 1147 23 Aug. 
The Trail of ’98 Jury-Metro-Goldwyn Ltd. Metro-Goldwyn Mayer Pictures ... 11397 F. 1148 24 Aug. 
Danger Patrol First National Pathé Ltd. Richmount Pictures Inc. ons 5906 F. 1149 24 Aug. 
After The Storm Film Booking Offices, Ltd. Columbia Pictures Corp. ... 5390 F. 1150 25 Aug. 
The Man from Head- | Argosy Film Co., Ltd... Richmount Pictures, Inc. 5770 F. 1151 25 Aug. 
uarters. 
Ridin’ Demon European Motion Picture Co., Ltd. | Universal Pictures Corp. ... 4351 F, 1152 27 Aug. 
Golf Widows Film Booking Offices, Ltd. | Columbia Pictures Corp. ... 5550 F. 1153 | 28 Aug. 








een 


(Films, the titles of which appear in italics, are parts of a serial or series.) 


ALTERATION OF LENGTH. 























, bite : y Date of Original Length | Length as altered 
Title of Film. Registration No. Duhtinntion. (feet). = (feet). 
Not Quite a Lady . | Br. 1136 23.8.28 7528 7258 
> 





Openings for British Trade. 





NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 


British firms may obtain the names and addresses of 
the persons or firms referred to in the following notices 
of ““ Openings for Trade’’ by applying to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, and quoting the specific reference 
number and country. 


In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to 
the Department of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 
stated. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 





AUSTRALIA. 


NUTS AND BOLTS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Mel- 
bourne has received an enquiry from a local firm for quotations 
for the supply of nuts (14 in. x 1 in. X 3 in. of mild steel, with 
thread to fit 4-in. bolts) and hexagon head square nut mattress 
bolts (12 in. X } in.). 

Firms desirous of offering nuts and bolts of British manu- 
facture can obtain further particulars upon application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. (Ref. B.X. 4683.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 


INSULATED WIRE.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in 
Australia reports that the Deputy Director, Posts and Tele- 
graphs, Melbourne, is calling for tenders, to be presented in 
Australia by 23rd October, for the supply and delivery of insulated 
wire. (Schedule C. 357.) 

Further information can be obtained by firms desirous of 
offering material of British manufacture on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. (Ref. B.X. 4674.) 





AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR AUSTRALIA. 

GROCERY LINES AND TOILET REQUISITES.—A 
business man from Perth, Western Australia, is at present visiting 
this country, and is anxious to get into touch with manufacturers 
and suppliers of grocery lines and toilet requisites with the object 
of representing them on an agency basis. He is particularly 
interested in the State of Western Australia, and would be glad 
to hear from firms who, although having agencies in other parts 
of Australia, are not yet represented in his State. 

Application should be made in the first instance to the Com- 
mercial Officer, Australia House, Strand, W.C.2, quoting 
Reference No. 557. 

ARTIFICIAL SILKS, PIECE-GOODS, NUNS VEILINGS, 
ETC.—A Melbourne manufacturer’s agent, with twelve years’ 
experience in the soft goods trade, wishes to get into touch with 
manufacturers of the above. 

Application should be made in the first instance to the Com- 


ENQUIRIES 


mercial Officer, Australia House, Strand, W.C.2, quoting 
Reference No. 558. 

ARTIFICIAL SILK PIECE-GOODS, ESPECIALLY 
PRINTED ARTIFICIAL SILK, ALSO LADIES’ SPORTS 


WEAR AND WOOLLENS.—An Australian business man who 
claims to have had 20 years’ experience in the soft goods trade, 
is at present visiting this country and desires to get into touch 
with manufacturers of the above, with a view to making agency 
arrangements. 

Replies should be addressed, in the first instance, to the Com- 
mercial Officer, Australia House, Strand, London, W.C, 2, 


quoting Reference No. 559. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


COTTON, WOOLLEN, ARTIFICAL SILK AND SILK 
HOSIERY.—A Parsee firm of manufacturers’ agents in Bombay, 
who have been established in Western India for a good number of 
years, are prepared to represent British manufacturers of the 
above. (Ref. No. 177.) 


WINES AND SPIRITS; BEERS; CIGARS AND PRO- 
VISIONS.—A gentleman with a considerable amount of experi- 
ence of the Indian market in the sale of the above lines is shortly 
returning to the territory as a manufacturers’ representative and 
is prepared to negotiate with British firms with a view to repre- 
senting their interests. (Ref. No. 178.) 


TEXTILES, FOOTWEAR, ETC.—A commission agent in 
Lahore is desirous of obtaining further agencies of British manu- 
facturers of hosiery, outfitting goods, footwear, millinery, etc. 
(Repetition of Ref. No. 29.) (Ref. No. 179.) 
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BOILERS, VERTICAL AND CORNISH; STEAM EN- 
GINES, PORTABLE; TRACTION ENGINES; STEAM 
LORRIES; ROAD ROLLERS, STEAM AND OIL; AGRI- 
CULTURAL MACHINERY, TRACTORS, PLOUGHS, ETC. ; 
COTTON BALING PRESSES (NASMYTH TYPE); 
MACHINE TOOLS; ELECTRIC MOTORS AND DYNAMOS. 
—An Indian firm in Bombay, who have been established in 
Western India for a good number of years, are desirous of repre- 
senting British manufacturers of the above. (Ref. No. 180.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

PAPER.—The Director-General, India Store Department, 
Belvedere Road, Lambeth, S.E. 1, invites tenders for :—1,350 
reams paper, cream wove, for registration envelopes, backed 
with strips of scrim. (Samples required with tender.) Tenders 
due 4th September, 1928. 

Forms of tender obtainable from the above at a fee (which 
will not be returned) of 5s. for each Schedule. 


VARIOUS STORES.—The Director-General, India Store 
Department, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, 8.E. 1, invites tenders 
for :-— 

Schedule 1.—Ten chassis for trailers (for photographic and 

W/T work). 

Schedule 2.—Plant for sherardising or platinising Jupiter 

engine cylinders. 

Tenders due 4th September, 1928. 

Forms of tender obtainable from the above at a fee (which 
will not be returned) of 5s. for each Schedule. 


RADIAL GATES.—-H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in 
India reports that the Indian Stores Department are inviting 
tenders for the supply of radial gates for the head and cross 
regulators for main canals and branches. (Contract No. 
N. 8685.) Tenders must reach Delhi not later than 6th Novem- 
ber, 1928. 

Firms in a position to offer materials of British manufacture 
ean obtain further particulars on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. 
A.X,. 6742.) 


STEEL.—The Director-General, India Store Department, 
Belvedere Road, Lambeth, 8S.E. 1, is inviting tenders for 188 tons 
steel, mild, bright drawn, round and hexagonal. 

Tenders are due on 14th September and are required on forms 
obtainable from the above address at a fee of 5s. for each 
schedule (which will not be returnable). 

VARIOUS STORES.— The Director-General, India Store 
Department, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, 58.E. 1, invites tenders 
for :— 

Schedule 1.—235 reams paper, litho, drawing, all rag 
(sample required with tender). 

Schedule 2.—20 tons white metal for bearings. 

Schedule 3.—18 cwt. brass sheet, B.E.S.A. specification 
No. 265. < 

Schedule 4.—Motor tower wagon, 5 ft. 6 in. gauge. 

Tenders due 14th September, 1928, for Nos. 1 to 3, and 25th 
September, 1928, for No. 4. 

Forms of tender obtainable from the above at a fee (which 
will not be returned) of 5s. for each Schedule. 





CANADA. 


WHITE LEAD AND LINSEED OIL.—A firm of importers 
and manufacturers’ agents in Vancouver desire to establish a 
connection with a British manufacturer of white lead (Stack 
process) and linseed oil; they also require offers of earth colours. 
They are prepared to purchase outright on terms cash against 
documents in Vancouver, or, in the case of the first shipment, 
by irrevocable letter of credit in London; alternatively, the 
business would be handled on a commission basis, if desired. 
They cover the four provinces of Western Canada and the 
Pacific Coast of the United States. (Ref. No. 181.) 


WOOLLENS (FOR MEN’S AND WOMEN’S WEAR) 
AND LINENS, TOWELS, CANVASES, ETC.—A manufac- 
turers’ agent in Montreal who sells textiles to the wholesale trade, 
the clothing industry and to a few large retailers in Eastern 
Canada, desires to obtain agencies on a commission basis for 
the above. (Ref. No. 182.) 


BLACK STEEL SHEETS.—A Kingston, Canada, hardware 
firm are in the market for a quantity of black steel sheets 14- 
or 16 gauge, 72 inches in width, and 10, 12 or 14 feet in length. 

Firms desirous of offering sheets of British manufacture can 
obtain further particulars on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Ref. 
A.X. 6740.) 


CHAMOIS LEATHER.—A manufacturers’ agent in Winnipeg 
requires an agency for the sale of chamois leather, particularly 
to manufacturers of clothing, etc., in the Provinces of Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan. (Ref. No. 183.) 


FANCY GOODS, LEATHER NOVELTIES, CUSHIONS, 
BLANKETS AND SILK.—A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal 
who personally calls upon his customers throughout Canada 
desires to obtain the representation of British makers of the 
above. The agency to be for the whole Dominion and on a 
commission or consignment basis. (Repetition of Ref. No. 422. 
(Ref. No. 184.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Conitinued, 





MALTA. 


IRON AND BRASS BEDSTEADS AND LEAD PIPEs 
(WATER AND GAS).—A firm of general import and export 
merchants in Valletta desire to obtain the sole representation 
on a commission basis, of British manufacturers of the above, 
from } in. up to 2 in. diameter. (Ref. No. 185.) 








NEW ZEALAND. 


CIVIL ENGINEERING LINES, ELECTRICAL APPLI. 
ANCES, SMALL WOODWORKING MACHINERY AND 
BUILDERS’ SUPPLIES.—A representative of a firm of agents 
in Auckland is now in this country and wishes to interview 
British manufacturers of the above lines, desirous of appointing 
agents in New Zealand. (Ref. No. 186.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 

TWO VERTICAL TYPE, CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS; 
CAST IRON SUCTION AND DELIVERY PIPES AND 
BENDS; 2 CIRCULAR PENSTOCKS; 2 DIRECT-COUPLED 
VERTICAL MOTORS; 2 VERTICAL STEEL SHAFTS 
AND FITTINGS.—The Officer-in-Charge of H.M. Trade Com. 
missioner’s Office in New Zealand reports that the Dunedin 
City Corporation are inviting tenders for the supply and delivery 
of pumping plant for Tainui Low Levels Stormwater. The 
plant required includes the above. 

Tenders must reach Dunedin, not later than 17th November, 
(Contract No. 728.) 

Firms who desire to tender for plant of British manufacture 
can obtain further details on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, §8.W. 1. (Ref. 
A.X. 6727.) 


NEWSPRINT.—tThe Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Wellington reports that the Newspaper Proprietors’ Association 
of New Zealand (Inc.) are calling for tenders for the supply 
of newsprint. ‘Tenders close in New Zealand on 15th October, 
1928. 

Firms desirous of offering British newsprint may obtain further 
particulars on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Ref. No. B.X. 
4675.) 


GENERATORS AND WATER TURBINES.—The Office of 
H.M. Trade Commissioner at Wellington reports that the Public 
Works Department, Wellington, are calling for tenders, to be 
presented in New Zealand by 27th November, for the supply and 
delivery of generators and water turbines, in connection with 
Section 1 of the Waitaki Power Scheme. 

Further information can be obtained by firms desirous of 
offering material of British manufacture on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. (Ref. B.X. 4677.) 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

ELECTRICAL MATERIAL.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Johannesburg reports that the Electricity Supply Commission 
is inviting tenders for the following material required in connec- 
tion with Gordons Bay Hydro Electric Scheme :—Valves; 
Venturi—Orivent meter with automatic recording and _integ- 
rating apparatus; cast-iron specials; lapwelded steel pipes; 
(approx. 2,475 lin. feet of 284 in. external diameter); together 
with steel specials and bends. Tenders must be received by 
noon on Friday, 26th October next, in Johannesburg. Local 
representation is in practice essential. 

Firms in a position to quote for British material can obtain 
further details on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 6720.) 


PLATFORM SCALES.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Johannesburg reports that the Town Council of Johannesburg 
is calling for tenders, to be presented in South Africa by Ist 
September, 1928, for the supply of portable platform scales. 
(Contract No. 36.) 

Firms desirous of offering scales of British manufacture can 
obtain further particulars upon application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1 
(Ref. A.X. 6746.) 


SIGNAL AND TRAIN LAMPS AND FITTINGS.—H.M. 
Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa reports that the 
South African Railways and Harbours Administration are calling 
for tenders, to be presented in South Africa by 4th October, for 
the supply of hand signal and train lamps and fittings. (Tender 
No. 1312.) 

Firms desirous of offering goods of British manufacture may 
obtain further particulars on application to the Department 0 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Ref. 
B.X. 4678.) 


ENAMELLED AND BRASS PLATES AND BADGES.— 
H.M. Trade Commissioner at Johannesburg reports that the 
Municipality of Krugersdorp are calling for tenders, to be 
presented in South Africa by 13th September, for the supply of 
enamelled and brass plates and badges. 

Firms desirous of offering goods of British manufacture may 
obtain further particulars on application to the Department ot 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Ref. 
B.X. 4679.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued, 





PETROL-DRIVEN DELIVERY LORRY.—H.M. Trade 
Commissioner at Johannesburg reports that the Town Council 
of Johannesburg are inviting tenders, to be presented by Ist 
September, for the supply of one 30 cwt. petrol-driven delivery 
lorry. Local representation is in practice essential. 

Firms desirous of offering a vehicle of British manufacture 
can obtain further particulars on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
(Ref. A.X. 6744.) 


STRUCTURAL STEELWORK, ETC.—The Office of H.M. 
Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa reports that the 
South African Railways and Harbours is calling for tenders, to 
be presented in Johannesburg by 25th October, 1928, for the 
supply of structural steelwork (Tender No. 1308). 

Firms desirous of offering material of British manufacture 
ean obtain further particulars upon application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
(Ref. A.X. 6752.) 


LOCOMOTIVE AND CARRIAGE SPRINGS.—The Office 
of H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa reports that 
the South African Railways and Harbours 1s calling for tenders, 
to be presented in Johannesburg by 11th October, 1928, for 
the supply of locomotive and carriage spiings (Tender No. 1284). 

Firms desirous of offering springs of British manufacture 
ean obtain further particulars upon aplication to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


CAST OR SPUN IRON PIPES, ETC.—UTne Imperial 
Trade Correspondent at Port Elizabeth reports that the Muni- 
cipality of that city is calling for tenders, to be presented in 
Port Elizabeth by 27th September, 1928, for the supply of 
500-6 inch diam. cast or spun iron pipes, 9 ft. lengths, 500-3 inch 
diam, cast or spun iron pipes, 9 ft. lengths, 250-4 inch diam. 
cast or spun iron pipes, 9 ft. lengths, with valves, special castings, 
water meters, hydrants, etc. 

Firms desirous of offering material of British manufacture 
can obtain further particulars upon application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
(Ref. A.X. 6750.) 


CLOTH.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa 
reports that the South African Railways and Harbours is calling 
for tenders, to be presented in Johannesburg by 11th October, 
1928, for the supply of cloth, drill and duck. (Tender No. 
1309.) 

Firms desirous of offering materials of British manufacture 
can obtain further particulars upon application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
(Ref. A.X. 6748.) 





EUROPE. 


~~ 


BELGIUM. 


PROVISIONS.—An agent established at Thuin is desirous 
of obtaining the representation of British manufacturers or 
exporters of the above goods. Correspondence may be in 


English. (Ref. No. 187.) 


ACCESSORIES FOR MOTOR CARS, MOTOR CYCLES 
AND BICYCLES; DOMESTIC APPLIANCES AND NOVEL- 
TIES.—A merchant established at Brussels is desirous of 
obtaining the representation of British manufacturers of the 
above goods. (Ref. No. 188.) 





FINLAND. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


SCREENED STEAM COALS.—H.M. Consul at Helsingfors 
reports that the Finnish State Railways are inviting tenders to 
be presented in Finland by 5th September, for the supply and 
delivery of about 50,000 tons of best large screened steam coals. 

Further particulars may be obtained by British coal exporters 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Ref. B.X. 4680.) 





FRANCE. 

MACHINERY FOR CLEANING VEGETABLES.—A French 
firm at Nantes desires to secure the agency of British manu- 
facturers of up-to-date machinery for cleaning vegetables, 
including carrots, turnips, beetroots, etc. (Ref. No. 189.) 


MACHINES FOR WRAPPING BICYCLE WHEEL RIMS 
IN PAPER.—A French firm at Montreuil desires to secure the 
names of British manufacturers of the above. (Ref. No. 190.) 





GERMANY. 


WORSTED YARNS.—A commission agent in Meerane, 
Saxony, desires to secure the representation, for the Free State 
of Saxony and Thuringia, of a British spinner of worsted yarns. 
(Ref. No. 191.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Consinued. 





INTERLINKED WIRE-NETTING INDUSTRY.-—A short 
confidential Report on the interlinked wire-netting industry 
in Germany has been prepared by the Department of Overseas 
Trade from information furnished by H.M. Vice-Consul at 
Cologne and issued to firms whose names are entered on its 
Special Register. British firms desirous of receiving a copy 
of this Report should communicate with the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. 


A.X. 6667.) 
HOLLAND. 


MILLINERY.—A firm of agents in Amsterdam desire to 
secure the representation, on a commission basis, of British 
manufacturers of ladies’ hats (trimmed) and miscellaneous 
trimmings for hats (such as ornamental pins, flowers, ribbons, 
bindings, ete.). (Ref. No. 192.) 








HUNGARY. 

COPPER AND BRASS SHEETS, TUBES AND RODS.—A 
firm in Buda-Pest desires to secure the representation of a 
British firm manufacturing the above. (Ref. No. 193.) 


JUGO-SLAVIA. 
SANDWICH TINS.—The British Commercial Secretary at 
Belgrade reports that a firm in Sarajevo desires to receive 


quotations for the supply of half a ton of plain round sandwich 
tins. 

Firms desirous of offering tins of British manufacture can 
obtain further particulars upon application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 
(Ref. B.X. 4684.) 


POLAND. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

COLD STORAGE AND REFRIGERATING PLANT.— 
The British Commercial Secretary at Warsaw reports that the 
Polish Government has decided to provide a cold storage and 
refrigerating plant at the port of Gdynia, without delay, in 
order to facilitate the export of agricultural produce such as 
butter, eggs, bacon, poultry, etc., and the committee which has 
been appointed to deal with the matter has now issued a call 
for tenders, which close in Poland at 3 p.m. on 10th September. 
From the documents it would appear that the intention is to 
entrust the erection of the building and the installation of the 
plant to one firm. 

Firms in a position to offer materials of British manufacture 
can obtain further particulars on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 
(Ref. A.X. 6757.) 


SPAIN. 

SCRAP IRON AND STEEL.—An agent in Bilbao desires 
to secure the representation of British exporters of the above. 
(Ref. No. 194.) 

SANITARY WARE.—A firm in Madrid desire agency for the 
Madrid district of a firm of manufacturers of sanitary ware. 
(Ref. No. 195.) 





NEAR EAST. 





EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

MOTOR CARS, TRUCKS, ETC.—The British Commercial 
Secretary at Ramleh reports that the Tanzim Department, 
Ministry of Public Works, Cairo, are inviting tenders for the 
supply of sweeping cars, sprinkling and flushing cars, refuse 
collectors, tractors, trailer chassis, asphalt trailers, required 
during the year 1928-29. The date of adjudication has been 
fixed for 15th September. Local representation is essential. 

Firms who wish to tender for British made cars, etc., can 
obtain further details on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. 


A.X. 6725.) 


TURKEY. 

DREDGER AND PONTOONS.—The British Commercial 
Secretary at Constantinople reports that a Turkish body are 
desirous of entering into negotiations with manufacturers of 
dredgers for the purchase of a dredger and two pontoons, which 
are required to clear the mouth of the River Bartine. No speci- 
fications have been issued, but firms desirous of offering British 
materials can obtain further particulars on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. (Ref. A.X. 6739.) 

VESSELS.—The British Commercial Secretary at Con- 
stantinople reports that a steamship company in Turkey are 
desirous of purchasing two large vessels. 

Firms desirous of offering British-built vessels can obtain 
further particulars upon application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Ref. 


A.X. 6760.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





TENDERS INVITED. 

ZINC SHEETS.—The British Commercial Secretary at 
Constantinople reports that the Direction Générale des Fabriques 
Militaires, Angora, is inviting tenders for the supply of 124,525 
kilogs. of zinc sheets. The adjudication of the tenders will take 
place on 26th September next. Local representation is essential. 

Firms in a position to offer British material can obtain further 
particulars on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Ref. A.X. 6714.) 


LEAD.—The British Commercial Secretary at Constantinople 
reports that the Direction Générale des Fabriques Militaires at 
Angora is inviting tenders for the supply of 252 tons of lead. 
The adjudication of the tenders will take place on 26th September 
next at 2 p.m. Local representation is essential. 

Firms in a position to offer British material can obtain further 
particulars on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 6715.) 


BRONZE WIRE AND SLEEVES.—tThe British Commercial 
Secretary at Constantinople reports that the Post and Tele- 
graphs Administration, Angora, is calling for tenders, to be 
presented in Angora by 6th October, 1928, for the supply of 
bronze wire and sleeves. 

Firms desirous of offering material of British manufacture 
can obtain further particulars upon application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
(Ref. A.X. 6754.) 


COPPER WIRE.—The British Commercial Secretary at 
Constantinople reports that the Post and Telegraph Adminis- 
tration, Angora, is calling for tenders, to be presented in Angora 
by 3rd October, 1928, for the supply of copper wire. 

Firms desirous of offering copper wire of British manufacture 
can obtain further particulars upon application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
(Ref. A.X. 6761.) 





FAR EAST. 





JAPAN. 


ARTIFICIAL SILK INDUSTRY.—A short Report dealing 
with the Japanese artificial silk industry has been prepared by 
the Department of Overseas Trade from information furnished 
by the Commercial Counsellor at Tokio and issued to firms whose 
names are entered on its Special Register. British firms desirous 
of receiving a copy of this Report should communicate with the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 6695.) 


COAL TAR INTERMEDIATES AND HEAVY CHEMI- 
CALS.—A non-Japanese firm desires the agency of a reliable 
British supplier. (Ref. No. 196.) 


SOUTH CHINA. 


ROAD BUILDING.—A short Report on the activity in 
road building at present being displayed in South China has 
been prepared by the Department of Overseas Trade from 
information furnished by the British Commercial Secretary at 
Shanghai and issued to firms whose names are entered on its 
Special Register. British firms desirous of receiving a copy 
ef this Report should communicate with the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8S.W.1. (Ref. 
A.X. 6643.) 








UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





PORCELAIN INSULATORS.—The Commercial Secretary at 
New York has forwarded to the Department of Overseas Trade 
a copy of a booklet, issued by the United States Department of 
Commerce, which gives particulars of recommendations by a 
eonference of manufacturers and users of porcelain insulators 
for limiting the stock varieties one-piece insulators, with a 
view to securing economy. The booklet may be inspected by 
interested British manufacturers at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Room 41), 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1, until 
25th August, after which date it will be available for loan, in 
order of application, to firms unable to arrange for inspection 
in London. (Ref. B. 4661.) 


AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY.—A confidential Report on the 
production, etc., in the more important units of the American 
automobile industry has been prepared by the Department of 
Overseas Trade from information furnished by the British 
Commercial Counsellor at Washington and issued to firms 
whose name are entered on its Special Register. 

British firms desirous of receiving a copy of this Report 
should communicate with the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 6675.) 


LEATHER GOODS—SUIT CASES, BAGS, LUGGAGE, 
BILL FOLDS, PURSES, DOG COLLARS AND LEADS, 
SPORT GOODS, LADIES’ HANDBAGS, GLOVES. CUT- 
LERY—RAZORS, POCKET KNIVES, BUTCHERS’ 
KNIVES, TABLE KNIVES. FANCY GOODS—TOILET 
SETS, MILITARY SETS, NOVELTIES, ETC.—A manufac- 
turers’ agent in Los Angeles is desirous of representing British 
manufacturers of the above on the Pacific Coast of the 
United States. (Ref. No. 197.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 
LATIN AMERICA. 


eee ee 





ARGENTINA. 


TIE SQUARES.—The Commercial Secretary at Buenos Aires 
has furnished a Report on the tie-making-up industry of the 
Argentine, and the market there for tie squares. Firms inter. 
ested in the supply of British-made tie-squares can obtain 
further particulars on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 6700,) 


~“ UPPER LEATHER.—A firm of good standing in Buenos 
Aires are desirous of getting into touch with British many. 
facturers of finished leathers for uppers, with a view to obtaining 
an agency. (Ref. No. 198.) 


pase IR I 


BRAZIL. 


TINPLATE, GALVANISED CORRUGATED SHEETS, 
PLAIN GALVANISED SHEETS (2 x 1 METRES), CEMENT, 
RED LEAD, TIN, COPPER IN INGOTS, LEAD IN INGOTS 
AND SHEETS, SODA ASH, CAUSTIC SODA, SULPHATE OF 
COPPER, RAW CINNAMON, CLOVES, CUMMIN-SEED, 
NUTMEG, ANISE, WHITE AND BLACK PEPPER —A 
firm of good standing in Porto Alegre wish to get into touch 
with suppliers of the above goods with a view to representing 
them, on a commission basis. (Ref. No. 199.) 


CHILE. 


SANITARY FITTINGS AND WINDOW, DOOR AND 
CASEMENT FITTINGS.—H.M. Consul-General at Valparaiso 
reports that a local bank desires to receive catalogues from British 
manufacturers of the above in connection with the construction 
of new buildings. 

Further particulars may be obtained by British manufacturers 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. B.X. 4682.) 


- 


PERU. 


STEARINE, PARAFFIN, LINSEED OIL, CHEMICALS 
AND DRUGS (IN PARTICULAR GLYCERINE AND 
CAUSTIC SODA), HOUSE PAINT, CANDLE WICK, 
CHEWING GUM, WALL PAPER, WRITING PAPER, 
BICYCLES, JUTE SACKS, COTTON GOODS—LONG. 
CLOTHS, LAWNS, CAMBRICS, POPLINS AND REPS, 
SHIRTINGS, SHEETINGS, SUITINGS, PRINTED VOILES, 
ETC.—AND WOOLLEN GOODS—COSTUME CLOTHS, 
SERGES, FABRICS (LININGS, FLANNELS, BEAVERS 
AND MELTONS), TROUSERINGS, SUITINGS.—A commis- 
sion agent of Lima is desirous of securing the representation of 
British firms manufacturing the above lines. (Ref. No. 200.) 





SOUTH AMERICA. 


HIGH-CLASS FANCY GOODS, ETC.—A well-known and 
important firm of manufacturers of silver and electro-plated 
ware, cutlery, etc., whose representative is shortly proceeding 
on a business visit to South America, are desirous of getting 
in touch with manufacturers in Great Britain of high-class 
fancy goods or any articles allied with silver and jewellery trades, 
who wish to develop their trade with those countries. (Ref. 
No. 201.) 





VENEZUELA. 


CHINAWARE.—-A firm of general agents in Caracas desires 
to obtain the representation of British manufacturers of china- 
ware, for which there would appear to be a gocd local demand. 
(Partial repetition of Ref. No. 72.) (Ref. No. 202.) 








NOTICE. 





The price of the “ Board of Trade Journal” is 6d. (7d. 
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One of the greatest bars to the development of Export Trade is the 
difficulty of collection of invoice value against delivery. Establish con- 
WG <x fidence between Buyer and Seller, and the obstacle is removed. 


To the Shipper, protection against loss begets confidence, as do prompt 





oe deliveries to the Buyer. Merchants can seek protection through Cook’s, who 
BS et ‘es will be pleased to advise how this can be accomplished. 
co Freight Dept., 70/77, Cowcross Street, E.C. 
THOS. COOK & SON, LTD. In co-operation with WAGONS-LITS CO. 
FOR THE SOLUTION OF ALL YOUR TRANSPORT TROUBLES—GO TO COOK'S. 
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Summary of Contents. 





Overseas Trade of Bengal. (Page 288.) 

Helped by more stable conditions at home and 
abroad, steady exchange and good crops, Bengal 
enjoyed a year of steady progress. The United 
Kingdom improved her share of the import trade of 
the Province, and all the principal goods, except railway 
materials, which entered Calcutta showed increases. 





Austrian Finance and Commerce. (Page 289.) 

The past twelve months have been the most pros- 
perous period in the history of the new Austria, 
writes Mr. O. S. Phillpotts, O.B.E., the British 
Commercial Secretary at Vienna. The economic 
situation is complicated by the fact that the country 
has to adapt itself to new conditions. Much progress 
has been made in this direction, but on this upward 
line, however, are superimposed the curves of ordinary 


trade cycles. 





Gold Coast Trade. (Page 296.) 

Considerable advances over the 1926 figures were 
revealed in both imports and exports last year. The 
British Empire provided 63-56 per cent. of the 
imports and absorbed 33-55 per cent. of the exports. 
The share of the United States was 11-9 per cent. 
and 24-59 per cent. respectively. 





Irish Soap and Candle Industry. (Page 296.) 

A brief outline is given of the soap and candle in- 
dustry of the Irish Free State from Preliminary 
Report No. 7 of the Céhsus of Production taken in 
1926. 





Shipping at British Ports. (Page 300.) 

Foreign trade arrivals at United Kingdom ports in 
July showed an increase of 6 per cent. as compared 
with July of last year, while departures were 0-2 per 
cent. less, whereas in the coasting trade arrivals 
declined 0-2 per cent. and departures advanced 1-2 
per cent. 





Canadian Grain Crops. (Page 303.) 

We publish extracts from a statement recently 
issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa, 
concerning the grain and field crops of the Dominion. 
It is generally considered that Canada this year will 
garner the largest wheat crop in her history. 





Franco-Lithuanian Modus Vivendi. (Page 304.) 

A French Presidential Decree of 23rd August last 
provides for the provisional enforcement as from 
15th August of the modus vivendi, signed on 20th 
July last. Lithuania has agreed, pending the con- 
clusion of a definitive tariff treaty, not to increase 
the import duties on certain goods indicated. 





South African Tariff Preferences. (Page 304.) 

We publish a statement showing in detail the classes 
of goods of United Kingdom production or manu- 
facture to which a Tariff preference is accorded on 
importation into the Union. 





Poland : Refund of Import Duty. (Page 307.) 

The Customs duty on imported materials used in 
the manufacture of textile and iron and steel goods 
subsequently exported from Poland is to be refunded 
at the rates shown. 





Openings for British Trade. (Page 311.) 

Important tenders are being called for in Australia, 
British India, Malta, New Zealand, South Africa 
and Egypt. In addition, numerous notifications of 
agencies sought for British goods overseas are given. 








COAL. 





WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT, 


We give below a statement of the coal output and 
the number of wage-earners at the mines in Great 
Britain for the week ended 25th August, together with 
the figures for the previous week. 





























Week ended Week ended 
Districts. 18th aes : 25th Wes 
Output. Dotan. Output. Mesame. 
Tons. Tons. 

Northumberland ... | 243,000 45,800 | 243,500 45,700 

Durham ... e- | 715,300 | 126,800 | 633,600 | 126,600 

Yorkshire ... --- | 810,600 | 168,800 | 732,600 | 169,000 
Lancashire, Cheshire 

and North Wales | 308,800 90,800 | 310,900 90,900 
Derby, Nottingham 

and Leicester 505,400 | 112,900 | 576,400 | 113,300 
Stafford, Worcester, 

Salop and Warwick; 306,300 75,500 | 317,900 75,300 
South Wales and 

Monmouthshire... | 884,200 | 158,700 | 902,500 | 159,800 
Other English Dis- 

tricts* ... eee | 105,500 24,500 | 103,200 24,500 

Scotland 615,200 89,900 | 609,100 90,000 

Total ... -»- 14,494,300 | 893,700 [4,429,700 | 895,100 











* Including Cum 


and Kent. 


rland, Westmorland, Gloucester, Somerset, 





FIFTY-TWO WEEKS’ SUMMARY. 


The total production weekly of coal and the number 
of persons employed since 27th August, 1927, are given 








below :— 
Week ended Production. os 
1927. Tons. 
September 3rd 4,880,900 983,500 
September 10th 4,657,000 982,400 
September 17th 4,978,600 981,900 
September 24th 4,987,000 982,600 
October Ist 4,919,600 981,800 
October 8th ... 4,980,700 984,300 
October 15th ... 4,942,500 985,700 
October 22nd ... 4,990,000 983,100 
October 29th ... 4,879,300 982,500 
November 5th 4,762,100 981,100 
November 12th 4,864,500 987,800 
November 19th 5,072,600 977,900 
November 26th 4,934,600 978,500 
December 3rd 5,027,700 976,100 
December 10th 5,173,500 975,400 
December 17th 5,353,300 975,700 
December 24th 5,063,000 972,200 
December 31st 3,240,000 969,500 
1928. 
January 7th 4,420,800 967,400 
January 14th ... 5,278,700 969,500 
January 2Ist ... 5,203,800 970,900 
January 28th ... 5,141,900 971,500 
February 4th ... 5,045,400 968,400 
February 11th 5,020,400 965,800 
February 18th 5,035,300 961,500 
February 25th 5,018,200 957,800 
March 3rd , 4,977,200 956,600 
March 10th 4,884,600 954,600 
March 17th 4,989,100 951,300 
March 24th 5,072,600 949,800 
March 31st 5,279,400 950,500 
April 7th 4,345,500 944,300 
April 14th 3,241,100 936,300 
April 21st 5,111,200 934,000 
April 28th 4,980,800 935,600 
May 5th 4,871,200 934,700 
May 12th 4,685,400 934,000 
May 19th 4,728,500 933,500 
May 26th 4,905,500 930,000 
June 2nd 2,833,600 927,800 
June 9th 4,707,300 923,700 
June 16th 4,621,000 921,800 
June 23rd 4,546,600 920,300 
June 30th 4,347,100 918,200 
July 7th 4,471,100 914,300 
July 14th 4,309,700 907,000 
July 21st 3,956,000 904,600 
July 28th 4,165,000 902,300 
August 4th... 4,455,900 897,800 
August llth ... 2,819,300 894,700 
August 18th ... 4,494,300 893,700 
August 25th ... 4,429,700 895, 100 
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BOARD FOR MINING EXAMINATIONS. 


Examinations for first- and second-class certificates 
of competency as managers and under-managers of 
mines will be held on 2lst and 22nd November, 1928, 
at Edinburgh, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Sheffield, Wigan, 
Cardiff and Birmingham. 

The written part of an examination for certificates 
of qualification as surveyors of mines will be held at 
the same centres on 22nd November, 1928. 

Applications for the necessary forms should be made 
as early as possible and not later than the 11th October, 
1928. In order that the appropriate forms may be 
sent, it is important that the candidates should state 
whether they have already sat at one of the Board’s 
Examinations. 

Letters should be addressed to the Secretary, Board 
for Mining Examinations, Mines Department, Dean 
Stanley Street, Millbank, London, S8.W. 1. 





MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT, 1926. 





CARPETS AND MATS. 

The Standing Committee (General Merchandise) 
appointed by the Board of Trade will hold an Enquiry 
as to whether the under-mentioned classes and descrip- 
tions of imported goods should bear an indication of 
origin on the following dates :— 

Monday and Tuesday, 24th and 25th September, at 
11.30 a.m. and 10.30 a.m. respectively. 

(a) Carpets, Carpeting and Floor Rugs of all De- 
scriptions : 
(6) Floor Mats and Matting made of Textile 

Materials, including Paper but not including Coir. 





OTHER ENQUIRIES. 


Enquiries will be held later as to whether the following 
classes and descriptions of imported goods should bear 
an indication of origin :— 

(1) Rubber Manufactures. 
(2) Vacuum Cleaners. 
(3) Glassware, including Bottles, Jars, Etc., and 

Tubing and Rod. 

(4) Spring Balances. 
(5) Rulers. 
(6) Elastic Cords, Webs, Braids and Fabrics. 

ihc? Firearms and Parts thereof, except Smooth Bore 

es. 
(8) Cash, Deed and similar Boxes of Metal. 
(9) Granite Monuments and Parts thereof. 
(10) Wireless Receiving Sets, Components and 
Accessories. 
(11) Tea. 

The Enquiries will be held at the Board of Trade 
Offices, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. Com- 
munications should be addressed to the Secretary, 
Mr. E. W. Reardon, at that address. 





REPORTS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE. 
TRAVELLING TRUNKS, SUIT-CASES, ETC. : 
PUMPS. 


With reference to the notices published in previous 
issues of this ‘‘ Journal ’’ regarding the references made 
to the Standing Committee under the Merchandise 
Marks Act, 1926, in respect of— 


(1) (a) imported travelling trunks, bags, suit-cases, hat- 
cases, hold-alls, valises, knapsacks, travellers’ sample 
cases and other similar receptacles, whether fitted or 
unfitted, but not including such articles if made wholly 
of metal ; 

(6) imported attaché cases, despatch hems, courier 
bags, post bags, bankers’ wallets, school satchels, and 
other similar receptacles, whether fitted or unfitted ; 

(c) imported fancy bags, cases, receptacles and frames 
of all descriptions of leather or of materials made to 
resemble leather or of textile materials (see ‘“‘ Journal ”’ 
of 24th November, 1927); 
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(2) imported semi-rotary wing pumps (see “‘ Journal ”’ of 


19th January, 1928); and 
(3) imported pumps of all descriptions (other than semi- 
rotary wing pumps) and parts thereof (see “‘ Journal ”’ 
of 22nd March, 1928), 
the Board give notice that Reports have been made by 
the Committee in respect of the above classes and descrip- 
tions of goods. 

The Reports are being published and may shortly be 
purchased either directly from H.M. Stationery Office 
at the following addresses :— 

Adastral House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2; 
120, George Street, Edinburgh ; 

York Street, Manchester ; 

1, St. Andrew’s Crescent, Cardiff ; 

15, Donegall Square West, Belfast, 


or through any bookseller. 
—_—>> ee 


Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


VISIT OF BRITISH CONSUL-GENERAL, 
SAN FRANCISCO. 

The Department of Overseas Trade announces that 
Mr. Gerald Campbell, C.M.G., the British Consul- 
General at San Francisco, will be in attendance at the 
Department from 13th to 18th September inclusive for 
the purpose of interviewing representatives of United 
Kingdom firms interested in the export of British goods 
to San Francisco and the Pacific Coast of the United 
States of America. Mr. Campbell will subsequently 
visit certain commercial and industrial centres of the 
United Kingdom. 

Applications for interviews in London should be sent 
without delay to the Comptroller-General, Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1, 
quoting reference No. 4819/1/1928. 


STABILISATION OF ROUMANIAN CURRENCY. 


The British Commercial Secretary at Bucharest has 
at the request of the Union of Roumanian Industrialists 
forwarded a copy of a motion passed at a recent meeting 
of the Central Committee of the Union approving the 
steps now being taken by the Roumanian Government 
with a view to the legal stabilisation of the currency 
as under :— 





‘* MoTION. 

‘At its meeting held on 9th August, 1928, the 
Central Committee of the General Union of Rou- 
manian Manufacturers on considering the finance 
laws passed during the Extraordinary Parliamentary 
Session, expressed its satisfaction at the steps taken 
with a view to the legal stabilisation of the currency 
that had been discussed, and which corresponds 
entirely with the point of view advocated by the 
Union for a long time past. 

The Committee is convinced that if the currency is 
stabilised as soon as possible, it will have a favourable 
effect on the general, financial and economic situation 
of the country, and therefore on the situation of the 
national industry as well.” 


BELGIAN SUGAR. 

The British Commercial Secretary at Brussels has 
forwarded the following details, from the ** Moniteur 
Belge,” of Belgian sugar output, stocks and consumption 
during June: Output of refineries, 15,475,703 kilogs. ; 
stocks at the end of the month, 93,661 958 kilogs.; and 
consumption, 16,036,588 kilogs. 


LUXEMBURG IRON-ORE OUTPUT. 

The British Commercial Secretary at Brussels reports 
that the output of iron-ore in the Grand Duchy of 
Luxemburg during June last amounted to 593,647 
tons, an increase of 4,501 tons as compared with June, 
1927. The iron-ore was won from Pétange basin, 
290,769 tons; Esch-s-Alzette, 147,378 tons; and 
Rumelange, 155,500 tons. 





